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HE 1939 Index of The Sunday School 
Times is now ready. Copies may be 
had for 15 cents from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 




















Spring Snow 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


OWN from the frozen north they came 
The wind and the drifting snow, 
They blotted out the fenced-in fields 
And stole the road below. . 


It seemed the calendar could lie, 
That winter still was king, 

And yet ’twas only seeming, for, 
When Easter comes, it’s spring! 


Sometimes it seems my loving Lord 
Is blind to my great need — 

The springtime growth and warmth and joy 
That should be mine indeed. 


But oh, the glorious fact remains, 
No matter how things seem, 

No winter storm can reach the heart 
Where Christ is Lord, supreme. 


ye 
Better Than “a Lot of Faith” 


Most of us wish we had more faith. 
While so wishing, we forget that we 
have something far more valuable than 
faith. Dr. McQuilkin of Columbia Bible 
College has quoted from a letter from 
George Allan, founder and director of 
the Bolivian Indian Mission, who told of 
a visit he and his wife made at the 
famous Mueller Orphan Home in Bristol, 
England. Mrs. Allan, looking at the five 
large buildings, said, “Dr. Burton, it 
must take a lot of faith to keep all this 
going.” And Dr, Burton answered: 


“Mrs, Allan, little faith in a strong plank 
will carry me over the stream; great 
faith in a rotten plank will land me in 
it.” When Hudson, Taylor, years ago, 
was introduced to an audience as a man 
of great faith, he humbly said: “I am 
a man of small faith in a God of great 
faithfulness.” God’s faithfulness is more 
important than our faith; it is his faith- 
fulness that creates our faith; and “if 
we are faithless, he abideth faithful; for 
he cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). 
Let us take our eyes off our variable 
faith and fix them upon the fact and 
the faithfulness of Him who is the un- 
changing Rock of Ages. 


Z7 
Unto the End—and For Ever 


God wants us to praise him to the 
end of this life—and then for ever. A 
devoted friend of THE Sunpay ScHoon 
TimM_Es is Pastor William John Scott, for 
many years President of the Vancouver 
Bible School, now President Emeritus; 
he resigned the presidency last autumn, 


Fallacies of 


HE Apostle Peter’s exhortation to 
"[ vara up the loins of your mind” 

(1 Pet. 1:13) becomes intelligible 
in proportion to our familiarity with 
ancient apparel. The outer garment was 
a long flowing robe, gathered and held 
in place by a girdle around the waist. 
If one so attired should undertake to 
run, it is easy to see how impeded he 
would be at every step. 

There is no mental vice more preva- 
lent today than that of loose, slipshod 
thinking. In a day of rush and push, it 
is easy to pluck one’s ideas here and 
there on the run, throwing them to- 
gether without much thought as to 
whether or not they make sense. 

No Christian has a right to cherish 
a conclusion ,that is not the product of 





This editorial is the substance of a sermon 
by the late Dr. Frederic W. Farr, who died 
last June at the age of seventy-nine. He 
had been pastor for twenty years in each 
of two churches — Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, and Calvary Baptist Church, Los 
Angeles. 


“believing tit Nees time tor @ younger 
man to be at the helm.” An unusually 
rich study of Bible prophecy and God’s 
people Israel, writter? by Pastor Scott, is 
in this issue of the Times. In a personal 
letter*to the Editor, written January 8 
of this year, he says: “If God spares 
me till the 11th, next Thursday, I shall 
pass my ninety-first milestone on my 
way to. glory. How good God has been 
to me, and still is, and, hallelujah, will 
be! For whom Jesus loved, he loved 
‘unto the end’ (John 13:1). ‘Goodness 
and lovingkindness sHALL follow me ALL 
the days of my life; and I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord For Ever.’ Not 
for a year, or a century, or a millennium, 
or a million millenniums, but for ever.” 
Ninety-one years is a blessedly long 
lifetime, and God’s people will unite 
with beloved Pastor Scott’s praise and 
thanksgiving for God’s goodness and 
mercy. But if we can know such 
abounding thanksgiving, such “joy un- 
speakable and full of glory,” now and 
here in this earthly tabernacle, what will 
it be when we see Him face to face! 


% 
Free Thought 
his own, independent, and intelligent 


reasoning, based upon personal search- 
ing of the Scriptures. This is a poor 
time to take anything for granted. The 
Creator has endowed us with reasoning 
faculties in order that we might make 
use of them. Therefore, “gird up the 
loins of your mind.” 

If we habitually accept opinions on 
the authority of others, we will become 
eventually incapable of using our GWh 
logical powers or of exercising spiritual 
discernment which the Holy Spirit is 
ever ready to give the seeking soul. Too 
many of our preachers and teachers have 
become rubber stamps and “yes men,” 
pandering the loose ideas of others who 
by force of personality, rather than of 
reasoning power, have come into the 
public eye. 

Many of our young people are be- 
coming unsettled in their religious con- 
victions through reading the loose, skep- 
tical literature of professed scholars who 
know nothing of the Bible and have 
never made any honest investigation of 
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the powers of the spiritual world. If our 
young people could be taught to gird 
up the loins of their minds, they would 
not be carried away with the subtleties 
and sophistries with which infidels dis- 
guise their thoughts, bewildering the 
minds of those who do not think things 
through for themselves. 

Thousands today wander helplessly 
and hopelessly in the labyrinth of error, 
without any possible clew by which they 
can extricate themselves. They have 
thought just far enough to get them- 
selves into difficulty, but they are not 
able to think themselves out again. Oh, 
for disciplined minds, and honest, inde- 
pendent seekers for truth! We used 
to hear of people “putting on their 
thinking caps,” but the vast majority 
today, even in the church, take their 
ideas in ready-prepared capsules and 
without question. 

“Gird up the loins of your mind.” 
Stimulate yourself by vigorous -resolu- 
tion. Brace your faculties to the work. 
Expend some strength upon the prob- 
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lem. Pray for the illumination of your 
mind by the Holy Spirit. 

We hear much in praise of “free 
thought” in these days, especially by 
those who are not bound by moral or 
religious sanctions. They make it ap- 
pear that all who do not believe and 
practice free thought are in degrading 
bondage to superstition, tradition, and 
error. Then the free-thinkers turn 
about and make light of all the rest of 
creation, as if ‘they themselves -had a 
monopoly of all the reason and wisdom 
in the world. And this is “free” 
thought ! 

The fact is they haven’t an atom of 
wisdom or even a glimmering of sense. 
Free thought is the most absurd and 
ridiculous delusion that ever caught the 
fancy or bewildered the brain of man. 
It is the last thing in the world that 
we should desire, or, possessing, take any 
pride in. 

Thought, to be worth anything, must 


‘ be amenable to law. It needs to be 


(Continued on page 333) 
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Can Locust-Eaten Years 
Be Restored? 


In the January 6 Trues is a poem en- 
titled “Miracle” that is beautiful, but I 
think is misleading. It seems to me the 
meaning of Joel 2:25 is that God prom- 
ised economic restoration or prosperity if 
his people would truly repent of sin. I 
have not been of the opinion that one 
could waste his years in wickedness and 
repent and have his wasted years re- 
stored. Is it not true that a day wasted 
is a day wasted forever? God will for- 
give, and beginning with that forgiveness 
will grant good days filled with good 
works and spiritual joy, but the life will 
be always shortened by whatever years 
were wasted. Paul, I believe, felt that 
the years he persecuted the followers of 
Christ were wasted years. 

Personally I have been in sympathy with 
the. philosophy of the following poem: 


“I walked through the woodland meadows, 

Where sweet the thrushes sing; 

And I found on a bed of mosses 
A bird with a broken wing. 

I healed its wound, and each morning 
It sang its old sweet strain, 

But the bird with the broken pinion 
Never soared as high again. 


“{ found a young life broken 
By sin’s seductive art; 

And, touched with Christ-like pity, 
I took him to my heart. 

He lived with a noble purpose 
And struggled not in vain; 

But the life that sin had stricken 
Never soared as high again. 


“But the bird with the broken pinion 
Kept another from the snare; 

And the life that sin had stricken 
Raised another from despair. 

Each loss had its compensation; 
There is healing for every pain; 
But the bird with the broken pinion 

Never soars as high again.” 
—Hezekiah Butterworth. 


Now I arn wondering if I am mistaken 
in my interpretation of Joel 2:25? Is 
there more Scripture which confirms that 
poem? I have searched for it but have 
not found it—A Pennsylvania pastor. 
The passage in Joel 2:25 reads: “And 

I will restore to you the years that the 
locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and 
the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my 
great army which I sent among you.” 
The next verse is significant also: “And 
ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, 
and praise the name of the Lord your 
God, that hath dealt wondrously with 
you: and my people shall never be 
ashamed.” 

It is true that the promise in Joel 
was primarily to the people of Judah. 
Because of Judah’s sin God had -sent 
devastating plagues of insects, which 
chapter 1 describes: “That which the 
palmerworm hath left hath the locust 
eaten; and that which the locust hath 
left hath the cankerworm eaten; and 
that which the cankerworrn hath left 
hath the caterpillar eaten.” These 
plagues were typical, the prophet Joel 
says, of the coming “day of the Lord,” 
which is still ahead and in which Israel 
shall suffer in the great tribulation. 
Armageddon is described in chapter 2; 
the restoration of Israel, and full King- 
dom blessing, in chapter 3. So God’s 
promise to restore the years devastated 
by plagues and by God’s other judg- 
ments, as a result of the sin of his peo- 
ple, does refer primarily to national 
restoration. 

But it is the grace and forgiveness 
and restoring power of God that bring 

(Continued on page 324) 
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That Famous Lawsuit Against 
Rimmer and the Bible 


My wife joins me in thanking you for 
your wonderful paper and the sound help 
that we get from it. Sometimes Mod- 
ernism seems to have the upper hand. It 
is a blessing to know that there are 
others who know the Lord and love 
him. 

We have heard Harry Rimmer several 
times and each time we have felt that 
he was a real power for God. Recently 
one of the New York papers said that he 
was being sued for the one thousand dol- 
lars he had offered to anyone who would 
show him a contradiction between’ the 
Bible and science. We feel that others 
of your readers would be interested in 
knowing how the trial is progressing. 
Would it be practical for you to give 
us some information on it?—An Ohio 
reader. 


This letter was written several weeks 
ago, and doubtless the Ohio reader 
learned, after writing it, of the happy re- 
sult of the suit that was brought against 
Dr. Harry Rimmer in connection with 
the offer made, not by himself, but by 
the Research Science Bureau of which 
he is the President. As the Trues has 
announced to its readers, the full story 
of this remarkable lawsuit, and of the 
notable triumph of righteousness in de- 
feating the attack of the Adversary 


-against the Word of God, will be pub- 


lished in a series of half a dozen or 
more articles, written by Dr. Rimmer 
himself exclusively for THE Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes Family. A full-page an- 
nouncement in the Trues of April 13 
told of the coming series and gave a 
glimpse of the story of the case, which 
had this result, as Dr. Rimmer has said: 
“The Bible emerged from this unique 
trial with shining glory undimmed by 
the venomous attacks of unbelief.” 

Dr. Rimmer has already written the 
six articles which tell the story, review- 
ing the facts from the beginning, giving 
much of the so-called “evidence” brought 
by the plaintiff, telling also of the bril- 
liant defense made by the eminent Fun- 
damentalist lawyer Mr. James Bennet of 
New Yor, and quoting the searching 
comments made by the Justice before 
whom the case was tried,— comments 
most disconcerting to the unbelievers 
making the attack. The series will be- 
gin in a May issue of THz SunDAY ScHOOL 
Times, and is an extraordinary and 
priceless docvment in present-day Chris- 
tian history and apologetics. No pastor, 
Sunday school teacher, college student 
or professor, — indeed, no Christian to- 
day who wants to be well informed on 
vital current events, — can afford to miss 
the thrilling story and the wealth of in- 
formation that is packed into the arti- 
cles. A_24-weeks trial subscription for 
one dollar (Canada $1.10) will secure 
the entire Rimmer Lawsuit Series and 
many other exceptionally rich features 
already announced and secured for the 
coming months, if sent promptly to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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An amazing prophecy of Scripture 











The Coming Miracle of the Conversion of Al pag 
By Pastor William John Scott Ferien Eat om 


— 














ous prophecies in Isaiah respecting 

the return of the Jews to the Holy 
Land. One is in chapter 35:10, the other 
in 51:11.. And these two are really one, 
for they are identical —the latter being 
an exact repetition of the former —evi- 
dently repeated by the Holy Spirit for 
emphasis. Her« are the words: 

“The ransomed of Jehovah shall re- 
turn, and come with singing unto Zion; 
and everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.” 

From this superb passage we learn: 

1. That the returning ones to Zion 
are “the ransomed of Jehovah.” 

That reminds us of Isaiah 43:1 and 
43:5-7: “But now thus saith Jehovah 
that created thee, O Jacob, and he that 
formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I 
have redeemed thee; I have called thee 
by thy name, thou art mine... . Fear 
not; for I am with thee: I will bring thy 
seed from the east, and gather thee from 
the west; I will say to the north, Give 
wp; and to the south, Keep not back; 
bring my sons from far, and my daugh- 
ters from the end of the earth; every 
one that is called by my name, and 
whom I have created for my glory, 
whom I have formed, yea, whom I have 
made.” 

Singing Pilgrims ’ 

2. These ransomed ones of Jehovah 
shall come and return unto Zion with 
singing. 

What a contrast this is to the way in 
which very many, if not the most, of 
the Zionist immigrants at the present 
time are returning! They are mostly 
refugees from Germany and Russia, 
where they have been bitterly persecuted 
and forced to flee. And when they get 
to Zion, although they are delighted to 
be there, they and those already there 
have to face a bitter foe more than 
double their number, the Arab Moslems, 
who challenge their right to the posses- 
sion of the Holy Land at all. Besides, 
it seems clear that the singing pilgrims 
spoken of in our text are singing the 
songs of Zion, the songs of redemption, 
like the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

This is made evident by what follows: 
“And everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads.” This cannot be said of unbe- 
lievers. This can be said only of fol- 
lowers of the Lamb. All other joy will 
come to an end. The believer’s joy alone 
is everlasting! Then this is still fur- 
ther stressed: 


Tow» are two outstanding, glori- 


Three years ago The Sunday 
School Times met the challenge of 
those who were saying that the re- 
turn of the Jews to Palestine in 
present-day Zionism was not a ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecy, because 
the Jews are returning to their land 
in unbelief. In a valuable sym- 
posium published in the Times of 
May 1, 1937, the convictions of half 
a dozen sound Bible teachers were 
published, showing conclusively that 
Scripture predicts that the Jews will 
return to the land in unbelief, be- 
fore the Lord’s return. 


And now a profound student and 
teacher of the Word, Pastor Scott, 
brings out another Scriptural fact, 
often overlooked. It will be, of 
course, sheer miracle if all the Jews 
in the world, both in and out of the 
Land, are to be brought to Christ as 
their Messiah and Saviour — but 
God is a miracle-working God, and 
he has promised to do just this. 
Pastor Scott’s article is an unusual 
study of the prophetic Scriptures, 
and God’s people will be thrilled by 
a fresh realization, after reading it, 
of “what a wonderful Saviour is 
Jesus, my Lord.” 








“They shall obtain gladness and joy,” 
—that is, by coming and returning to 
Zion “they shall obtain gladness and 
joy,” for Zion will be the abode of glad- 
ness and joy, as stated in Isaiah 35: “The 
wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; and the desert shall rejoice, and 
blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy 
and singing.” And then comes the grand 
climax in the words of our text: “And 
the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, 
and come with singing unto Zion; and 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: 
they shall obtain gladness and joy, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 

Such rapturous language cannot be 
used of the present unbelieving Zion- 
ists in Jerusalem and Palestine. The 
time of Jacob’s trouble in Jeremiah 30: 
7 is ahead of them; Daniel 12:1 is ahead 
of them; Zechariah 14:1, 2 is ahead of 
them. 

The phrase, “and everlasting joy shall 
be upon their heads,” reminds us of that 
part of the passage that Christ left out 
of Isaiah 61:1-3 at Nazareth: “And the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all that mourn; to appoint unto them 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 


a garland for ashes,. the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness; that they may be 
called trees of righteousness, the plant- 
ing of Jehovah, that he may be glori- 
fied.” 

But multitudes of dispersed Jews will 
be converted before they return to the 
Holy Land. 


Conversions among the Exiles 


In Deuteronomy 30 Moses said to Is- 
rael: “And it shall come to pass, when 
all these things are come upon thee, the 
blessing and the curse, which I have set 
before thee, and thou shalt call them to 
mind among all the nations, whither Je- 
hovah thy GOD hath driven thee, and 
shalt return unto Jehovah thy God, and 
shalt obey his voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, thou and 
thy children, with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul; that then Jehovah 
thy God will turn thy captivity, and 
have compassion upon thee, and will re- 
turn and gather thee from all the peo- 
ples, whither Jehovah thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine outcasts 
be in the uttermost parts of heaven, 
from thence will Jehovah thy God gather 
thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: 
and Jehovah thy God will bring thee 
into the land which thy fathers pos- 
sessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he 
will do thee good, and multiply thee 
above thy fathers. And Jehovah thy 
God will circumcise thy heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to love Jehovah thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, that thou mayest live. . . 
And thou shalt return and obey the voice 
of Jehovah, and do all his com- 
mandments which I command thee this 
day.” 

Isaiah speaks of such a time (66:8): 
“Shall a land be born in ONE DAY? shall 
a nation be brought forth at once? for 
as soon as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth her children.” These words mist 
be taken in conjunction with those of 
Paul in 1 Timothy 1:16: “Howbeit for 
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me 
as chief might Jesus Christ show forth 
all his longsuffering, for an ensample of 
them that should thereafter believe on 
him unto eternal life.” This leads one 
to conclude that “all Israel shall be 
saved” in an instant. All of them, 
whether in the land or out of it, scat- 
tered among the nations, ALL shall “be 
born in ONE DAY,” even as Paul was born 
instantly in one day. 


(Continued on page 323) 
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A Prize-Winning Cartoonist’s Testimony 


How he serves a great daily newspaper and finds many 
opportunities to witness for Christ 


By Robert Walker 











a young American sauntered into 

the United States Legation office 
in Sofia, Bulgaria. “Any mail for 
Shoemaker?” he queried. 

“Yes, here’s a cablegram from the 
States.” 

The young man tore open the en- 
velope and _ read, “Congratulations, 
Vaughn, you’ve won the Pulitzer Prize.” 

One of the greatest honors any Amer- 
ican cartoonist can receive is the Pulit- 
zer Prize, and it was Col. Frank Knox 
himself, publisher of the Chicago Daily 
News and employer of Vaughn Shoe- 
maker, who notified him of his award. 

Although Shoemaker, one of the most 
popular cartoonists in the Middle West 
and .chief cartoonist of the Chicago 
Daily News, may have been pleased with 
the news. of his award, he was not as 
surprised as might be expected. For 
this young man, still only in his middle 
thirties, is a born-again Christian who 
believes in a prayer-answering God. 


The Winning Carioon 


“I had been praying that God would 
see fit to give me this award in order 
that my testimony for Christ might be 
strengthened,” he says. “So what could 
be expected but an answer?” 

It is probably true that Shoemaker 
is the only Christian ever 
to win this coveted .award, 


QC: hot day in the summer of 1938 


tional opportunities. First, as treasurer 
of the Russian-‘and Eastern European 
Mission, he was traveling through the 
Balkan countries visiting the various 
mission stations and studying their 
needs. And second, he was giving his 
testimony to the saving power of the 
Gospel of Christ at every opportunity, 
in countries that finally totaled seven- 
teen. . . . And now the Pulitzer Prize. 

But if Shoemaker was making his 
European trip count for Christ, he was 
also being misséd at home. Evidence 
of this was the interest manifested by 
readers of his paper in the cartoons that 
appeared occasionally illustrating high 
points in his travels. The Shoemaker 
cartoon is distinctively clever no mat- 
ter what the subject, but to Christians 
of Chicago and vicinity it is particularly 
dear. For no opportunity is missed to 
illustrate the Gospel story. Three times 
a year certain readers of the Chicago 
Daily News can expect to see cartoons 
with a definite Christian message: at 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. On 
every other possible occasion Shoe- 
maker puts the Gospel message into pic- 
tures that cannot easily be ignored. 

A favorite form of this type of car- 
toon includes a portion of Scripture 
with an attractive illustration. For 





the cartoonist is firmly convinced that 
“the word of God is quick and power- 
ful.” However, the fact is that the 
placement of spiritual cartoons in one 
of Chicago’s largest newspapers is not 
always an easy thing — and certainly not 
an arbitrary matter. with Shoemaker. 
For every cartoon idea he submits must 
pass an editorial board, which is not 
always sympathetic. Often this means 
that the artist must stand his ground. 


Colonel Knox and John 3:16 


One time Christmas was drawing near, 
and Shoemaker felt that John 3:16 would 
be an appropriate basis around which to 
build his cartoon. In the drawing which 
he had prepared to submit.to the staff 
he had printed the words of the verse 
in large letters above the scene of the 
Bethlehem inn and the star. But in the 
editorial conference trouble loomed. The 
idea was attacked as outworn, embody- 
ing a philosophy long since discarded by 
thinking people. But silently breathing 


a prayer for help, the cartoonist went on “ 


to show how this verse was linked in- 
separably with Christmas, and added, 
“If you gentlemen cannot agree on the 
wisdom of using this cartoon, why not 
let the publisher pass on it?” 

No one could object to his submitting 


the cartoon to the court of highest - 


authority. And they 





and most likely one of a 
very few Christians ever to 
be named a Pulitzer Prize 
winner in any field. His 
cartoon “The Road Back,” 
which appeared in the Chi- 
cago Daily News on Armi- 
stice Day, 1937, competed 
with the best work of 
approximately 700 car- 
toonists, each having about 
200 drawings under con- 
sideration. In other words, 
the winning cartoon was 
chosen from 140,000 draw- 
ings submitted by cartoon- 
ists from all over the 
country. 

As Shoemaker walked 
out into the streets of Sofia 
again on that summer day 
he praised God for his 
goodness to him. He had 
been sent to Europe by his 
newspaper for the purpose . 
of getting an accurate pic- 
ture of world affairs— yet 
at the same time he was 
being given two excep- 





_ Vaughn Shoemaker 


The Christian artist and cartoonist of The Chicago Daily News 





Courtesy The Chicago Daily News 


waited, confidently expect- 
ing their criticism to be up- 
held. But when Shoe- 
maker walked out of Col. 
Knox’s office he came with 
an approval on the cartoon 
and the words ringing in 
his ears: “Of course, you 
cannot separate John 3:16 
from Christmas, Without 
it there wouldn’t be any 
Christmas.” 

To this the artist adds: 
“That was but another 
proof of God’s intervention 
when others would have 
thwarted an opportunity 
of testifying for Christ 
through the avenue of the 
cartoon.” 

Nor is Shoemaker’s skill 
limited to the cartoon. Al- 
though he rose to sudden 
fame by becoming chief 
cartoonist of the Chicago 
Daily News at the age of 
only twenty-two, he did not 
stop with this attainment. 
For feeling the urge sev- 
eral years ago to make a 


a 


oe 
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more permanent contribution to art, he 
turned out a number of water colors 
that drew the comment “extraordinary 
talent” from a well-known art critic. 
Other successes followed, and Shoe- 
maker’s water colors were displayed in 
four one-man shows—three in Chicago 
and one in Michigan. 

During recent years, however, Shoe- 
maker has answered the call to more 
definite Christian service. And now he 
devotes a good share of his time, away 
from the drawing board in his office, out 
in missions and churches telling of the 
Saviour he loves and whose appearing 
he expects soon. 

Step into the Daily News building just 
outside Chicago’s famous Loop and ask 
for Vaughn Shoemaker. Most likely 
the reply will be something like, “If 
you’re inquiring about speaking en- 
gagements, Mr. Shoemaker is booked 
for several months in advance. But if 
you’d care to make arrangements for 
any time after that .. .” 

To date this artist-Christian has 
spoken in over 250 churches and places 
of worship in the Chicago area alone. 
The only condition he makes is that the 
audiences be warned in advance that 
the purpose of his appearance is not 
to entertain them. “I believe there is 
no room for deception in this,” says 
Shoemaker. “If we’re going to tell the 
truth about life, we’ve got to face our 
audience fairly and squarely.” 

In all of his talks Shoemaker makes 
use of his drawing talent. That means 
an appropriate illustration for the many 
points he makes. This he found par- 
ticularly effective in his recent Euro- 
pean “trip. “I couldn’t speak their 
language,” he says, “but everybody 
understood the pictures.” 

Still another interest of Shoemaker’s 
is the Gospel Fellowship Club. Ten 
years ago he and a Christian friend met 
for lunch one noon. 

“We're mighty fortunate,” the car- 
toonist observed. “There must be a good 
many Christians right here in the Loop 
who are longing for this sort of whole- 
some Christian fellowship at the middle 
of the day.” 

“I believe you’re right, Vaughn, but 
instead they have to sit in smoke-filled 
restaurants and listen to talk of the 
world.” 

The upshot of this conversation was 
another luncheon meeting to which sev- 
eral other Christians were invited. From 
that nucleus has come the Gospel Fel- 
lowship Club of today—some 500 men 
of all denominations, an average of 150 
of them meeting every Tuesday of the 
year in a private dining room in a Loop 
hotel. There are no dues in the club. 
One automatically becomes a member 
on his first visit to the club dining room, 
and thereafter receives a monthly four 
to six-page newspaper outlining the ac- 
tivities of the club and its members. 
And naturally Shoemaker is chairman 
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of the club—a position that he as co- 
founder has held since its inception. 

Meanwhile, from this original organ- 
ization has sprung many instruments of 
the Spirit in drawing men to Christ. 
For within the last three years fellow- 
ship clubs of various sorts have sprung 
up like mushrooms. Shoemaker’s ex- 
planation is this: “Apparently, the or- 
ganized churches of today dre failing 
in their mission. Many of them are not 
reaching the businessman with the story 
of salvation. So God is raising up these 
fellowships through which men who 
might never darken a church door are 
led to Christ.” 

The first offspring was the Christian 
Artists’ Fellowship Club, of which Shoe- 
maker is chairman. Next, the Christian 
nurses of Chicago organized a fellow- 
ship club, and now prayer meetings are 
being held daily in many Chicago hos- 
pitals. Other professions were quick to 
follow, and the movement has spread to 
at least two universities in the Chicago 
area. In the meantime, the idea was 
carried to other cities, and now fellow- 
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ship clubs are in operation in Milwaukee, 
Louisville, and Rockford, Ill, while 
others are being planned in New York 
City, Dayton, Ohio, and several Illinois 
cities. And that is only the beginning 
of a movement obviously inspired by 
God —a movement that daily gains new 
proportions. 

And today, after his trip abroad, 
Shoemaker is stirred with the desire to 
see a revival in America. “Why don’t 
we have one?” he asks, then answers 
the question himself. “I believe there 
are two reasons. The most important 
is that we have it too easy. Here in 
America the average person is too well 
satisfied — he has enough to eat, a place 
to sleep, and he can do and say as he 
pleases —that is to say, he believes he 
can get along well enough without God.” 

Contrasting this with the conditions in 
Central Europe where the people are 
poorly fed and sheltered, and where 
political strife and unrest are so preva- 
lent that the very life of the individual 
is uncertain, Shoemaker points out, “Re- 
vivals are breaking out everywhere in 
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“The Road Back” 


This is Shoemaker’s Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoon, which appeared in The Chicago 


Daily News on Armistice Day, 1937. 


The cartoonist adds, “’ But there will be no 


peace until Christ retums. “ 
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these distressed localities, and people 
are being saved by the thousands.” 
This spirit of revival Shoemaker 
noticed especially in Poland and Hun- 
gary. Rural churches and missions were 
jammed there, and the convicting power 
of the Holy Spirit was particularly in 
evidence. On one occasion the cartoon- 
ist was to speak in a little mud-walled 
church in a rural district. The meeting 
was scheduled for 1.30 P. M., but he 


learned that by eight o’clock that morn-- 


ing the building had been filled with 
peasants — all standing except the older 
ones, for sitting took up too much room, 
One man actually walked fifty miles 
through swamps to be present, 

“No wonder the Spirit works under 
those conditions,” says Shoemaker. 
“Even before the invitation was given 
people swarmed down the aisle, tears 
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streaming down their cheeks, ready to 
accept Christ Jesus as their personal 
Saviour.” 

The second reason why revival doesn’t 
come to America Shoemaker believes is 
the. failure of Christians to pray ear- 
nestly in the: Spirit. “We get down 
on our knees with all good intentions, 
but before we have presented our peti- 
tions adequately our knees get sore, 
and we struggle to our feet exhausted.” 
From this Shoemaker concludes that 
Christians also have it too easy. “We 
haven’t experienced enough persecution 
to drive us to an entire and total de- 
pendence upon God,” he asserts. 

Shoemaker also brought home a clear 
understanding of the Jewish problem. 
He was in Vienna shortly after the Nazis 
marched into Hungary, and recalls see- 
ing German youth parading the streets, 
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singing of spilling the blood of the Jew. 
“This purge of the Jew can be regarded 
in no other light than the fulfilling of 
the plan of God,” he says. And he 
sounds the warning: “Christians must 
be particularly careful in this matter, 
for Satan knows he is alienating us from 
God if he can get us to hate the Jew.” 

Especially interesting is the welcome 
given the American cartoonist in Swe- 
den. There he found that the church 
people knew little of him. (He was 
scheduled to speak several times.) But 
the secular press was heralding the com- 
ing of the Pulitzer Prize winner. Ac- 
cordingly, on his first appearance in the 
Philadelphia Church of Stockholm, the 
front row was lined with press reporters. 
Meznwhile, a curious crowd packed the 
church, filled the aisles—nearly six 
thousand in all, while many more were 
turned away. But the climax came 
several hours later when the largest 
newspaper in Stockholm carried the text 
of Shoemaker’s talk in the first two col- 
umns of the front page, with appropriate 
headlines for emphasis. 

But Vaughn Shoemaker does not talk 
easily about himself, nor does he want 
to, except to tell of the transformation 
of his life when he surrendered to 
Christ and tasted the joy of the Lord. 
For to see this young cartoonist is to 
see evidence of the victorious life in a 
young man. His hearty smile disap- 
pears only when dealing with the seri- 
ousness of repentance and conversion. 
Shoemaker believes that the act of ac- 
cepting Christ is a serious business. For 
only when a man is faced with the hope- 
lessness of his life in this world will 
he turn to the Saviour. 

Of his own conversion, Shoemaker 
says: “I was not a Christian. I didn’t 
know God. Furthermore, I didn’t care 
to be a Christian, nor did I care to 
know God. I thought religion was all 
right for old people with one foot in 
the grave, but for a young fellow —No! 
I had a brilliant future in the newspaper 
world, and I wanted to live my life with- 
out any interference from anyone, not 
even God. You see, I was a hard nut 
to crack.” 

Meanwhile, however, Shoemaker’s 
mother was praying for him, for she 
believed that God would answer her 
prayer. Years had passed, but nothing 
happened. Then quite unexpectedly 
Shoemaker’s older brother was stricken 
with erysipelas and lay dying. As Vaughn 
Shoemaker paced the hall before his 
brother’s room in the hospital, wonder- 
ing why this should happen to one he 
loved so, suddenly he wheeled, rushed 
blindly into the room, and knelt at the 
bedside. Taking his brother’s hand into 
his he asked, “Del, are you ready to 
meet Jesus?” 

Although Shoemaker marvels today at 
these words coming from himself at 
that time, he remembers that his mother 
had been praying in faith. And when 
his brother mumbled, “Yes,” squeezed 
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his hand to verify it, then passed on, 
young Shoemaker began to think seri- 
ously about his own soul’s condition. 
The result was that the Chicago Daily 
News chief cartoonist accepted Christ as 
his personal Saviour. 

Since then Shoemaker has yielded 
himself and his ability to the Lord. 
He has found that the way is not always 
smooth, but he trusts implicitly in him 
who said, “My grace is sufficient.” And 
Shoemaker is convinced that the Lord 
can use all of a man—his physical tal- 
ents as well as his mental ability. 

“I believe that God has a plan for 
everyone’s life,” he says, “and if we will 
but yield to him, he will work wonders 
for us. I can see God’s hand on my life 
even long before I became a Christian, 
and any success I may have in my pro- 
fession I attribute to God alone. I cer- 
tainly cannot attribute it to an educa- 
tion, for I have had very little. [He left 
before graduating from high school.] 
Nor can I attribute it to personal abil- 
ity as an artist, for after the first three 
months of work in an art school, the 
director asked me to quit, because in 
his estimation I would never become 
an artist.” 

No wonder Shoemaker begins every 
day’s work by kneeling before his draw- 
ing board to ask God’s guidance. “So 
many people limit the ability of God 
just to spiritual things, and fail to con- 
nect him with purely secular needs. 
But why shouldn’t we ask God to help 
us in all these lines? He knows all 
things, and will gladly supply us with 
the needed wisdom if we but ask him.” 

A newspaper office is not always the 
easiest place to bear a Christian testi- 
mony, but Vaughn Shoemaker has found 
the answer. “Jt is not difficult to bear 
- testimony for Christ even.dn the busi- 
ness world, but in order to do this it 
is essential that one should take his 
stand and make his position known. 
There. is only misery in store for the 
Christian who attempts to conceal his 
testimony, and humiliation and loss for 
the Christian who is on the fence. The 
compromising Christian loses the con- 
fidence of true believers and gains only 
the contempt of the world.” 

Speaking as a young man himself 
Shoemaker says, “Young Christians, es- 
pecially, are sometimes troubled lest 
their simple faith in the old-fashioned 
Gospel brand them as narrow.” 

But he also speaks from experience 
when he adds: “The business world has 
respect for sincerity. It has no time for 
hypocrisy, and it is quick to detect the 
false. It places a high value upon con- 
sistency in living our profession. It is 
the weak, vacillating character that fre- 
quently becomes a target for ridicule 
and scorn. I believe that we should 
speak to the men and women about us 
when the Spirit directs us to do so. I 
am also convinced that God uses only 
those Christians for personal work who 
are equipped to point out the way of 
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redemption. This equipment.consists of . 


a fervent prayer life, conscientious study 
of the Word, and obedience to the Spirit. 
If we are ready and alert God will pro- 
vide the opportunities and supply us 
with the necessary courage.” 

Is it any wonder that whole churches 
in the Chicago area ask God’s blessing 
upon this Christian cartoonist? For it 
is apparent that Shoemaker is aware of 













* 323 


the great truth expressed in these sim- 
ple lines: 


“Only one life, *twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 


And so he presses toward — not merely 
a Pulitzer Prize — but “the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 


Oak Park, ILL. 
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(Continued from page 319) 

When? When Christ comes again in 
glory. 

Not one solitary one shall be left un- 
saved, as foretold by Jeremiah 31:34: 
“And they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know Jehovah; for they 
shall all know me, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith 
Jehovah: for I will forgive their in- 
iquity, and their sin will I remember no 
more.” 

These words do not refer to the nations 
at large, but specifically to the house of 
Israel and to the house of Judah, as 
stated in verse 31. 

Isaiah predicts also (54:13): “And all 
thy children shall be taught of Jehovah”; 
and again (60:21), “Thy people shall be 
ALL righteous.” 

Of course, these words are true con-’ 
cerning all the partakers of the New 
Covenant through faith in Jesus Christ, 
as stated by the Lord himself in John 
6:45; but first and foremost they apply 
to God’s ancient people Israel “in the 
latter days.” 

The Jews have suffered and are still 
suffering the curses, but soon they will 
begin to enjoy the everlasting blessings. 

There are about seventeen millions of 
Jews in the world at present, and the 
Word of God shows that the Jews are ALL 
to be converted, to the very last man, 
when Jesus comes. After they are con- 
verted they are all to be gathered by 
Jehovah out of the nations whither he 
has scattered them, and brought back 
to their own land, as it is written in 
Ezekiel 39: 26-28. “None shall make them 
afraid; when I have brought them back 
from the peoples, and gathered them out 
of their enemies’ lands, and am sanctified 
in them in the sight of many: nations. 
And they shall know that I am Jehovah 
their God, in that I caused them to go 
into captivity among the nations, and 
have gathered them unto their own 
land; and I will leave NONE OF THEM 
any more there.” So all of the seventeen 
millions or more, excepting those who 
are already there, will be gathered into 
the Holy Land. 

There are probably not more than 


550,000 Jews in Palestine today, or a 
little more than a thirtieth part of the 
whole. 

But the present limits of the Holy 
Land would be too small to support 
them together with about 1,000,000 Arabs 
and about 100,000 Christians. 

But after Christ comes in glory it will 
be different, for then it will be, as Je- 
hovah said when he made a covenant 
with Abram in Genesis 15:18: “Unto 
thy seed have I given this land, from 
the river of Egypt [the Nile] unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates.” This 
will include the wilderness in which 
Israel sojourned forty years, also the 
Syrian desert, and possibly the great 
Arabian desert. 

But these shall be wildernesses and 
deserts no longer, for as it is written 
in Isaiah 35:1: “The wilderness and 
the dry land shall be glad; and the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and singing.” 

Only a little more than one-half of 
one million out of seventeen millions are 
in the Holy Land now, and if Christ 
comes in glory within the lifetime of 
the present generation, —the generation 
that saw the fig tree begin to bud (Matt. 
24: 32-36) in November, 1817, when Lord 
Balfour issued his epoch-making note to 
Lord Rothschild, and the entrance into 
Jerusalem by Allenby in the following 
month, — then we may safely say: 

1. That all the Jews to a man, in the 
Holy Land and out of it, will be con- 
verted in this generation by seeing Jesus 
of Nazareth, their Messiah manifested 
in glory, even as Paul was convertéd 
on the road to Damascus. This is not 
setting “the day” or “the hour,” but 
simply interpreting the sign the Lord 
himself gives us in the parable of the 
fig tree in each of the synoptic Gospels 
(Matt. 24:32-36; Mark 13:28-31; Luke 
21: 29-33), by which we are enabled to 
“see the day drawing nigh” (Heb. 10: 
25) and to look up, and lift up our 
heads, for our “redemption draweth 
nigh.” 

2. That, as the overwhelming majority 
of the converted Jews will still be out- 
side the Holy Land, dispersed among 
the nations, and Jehovah has said that 
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he will take them Att back to their own 
land and “leave none behind,” therefore 
it follows that multitudes of dispersed 
Jews will be converted BEFORE they 
return to the Holy Land. 

There are other precious prophecies 
besides the magnificent double prophecy 
at the beginning of this article that pic- 
ture the vastness and grandeur and rap- 
ture of the Jews’ return. Take, for 
instance, Isaiah 60:2-5: “Jehovah will 
arise upon thee, arid his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. And nations shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising. 

“Lift.up thine eyes round about, and 
see: they all gather themselves together, 
they come to thee; thy sons shall come 
from far, and thy daughters shall be 
carried in the arms. ‘Then thou shalt 
see and be radiant, and thy heart shall 
thrill and be enlarged; because the 
abundance of the sea shall be turned 
unto thee, the wealth of the nations shall 
come unto thee.” 

And verses 8, 9 of the same chapter: 
“Who are these that fly as a cloud, and 
as the doves to their windows? Surely 
the isles shall wait for me, and the ships 
of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from 
far, their silver and their gold with them, 
for the name of Jehovah thy God, and 
for the Holy One of Israel, because he 
hath glorified thee.” 

Look now at Isaiah 66:20, 21: “And 
they shall bring all your brethren out of 
all the nations for an oblation unto Je- 
hovah, upon horses, and in chariots, and 
in litters, and upon mules, and upon 
dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jeru- 
salem, saith Jehovah, as the children of 
Israel bring their oblation in a. clean 
vessel into the house of Jehovah. And 
of them also will I take for priests and 
for Levites, saith Jehovah.” 

Now turn to Isaiah 49: “Thus saith 
Jehovah, In an acceptable time have I 
answered thee, and in a day of salvation 
have I helped thee; and I will preserve 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the 
people, to raise up the land, to make 
them inherit the desolate heritages; say- 
ing to them that are bound: Go forth; 
to them that are in darkness, Show your- 
selves. They shall feed in the ways, 
and on all bare heights shall be their 
pasture. They shall not hunger nor 
thirst; neither shall the heat nor the sun 
smite them: for he that hath mercy on 
then will lead them, even by springs 
of water will he guide them. And I will 
make all my mountains a way, and my 
highways shall be exalted. Lo, these 
shall come from far; and, lo, these from 
the north and from the west; and these 
from the land of Sinim [China]. Sing, 
O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth into singing, O mountains: 
for Jehovah hath comforted his people, 
and will have compassion upon his af- 
flicted. 

“But Zion said, Jehovah hath fcrsaken 
me, and the Lord hath forgotten me. Can 
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a woman forget her sucking child, that 
she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb? yea, these may forget, 
yet will not I forget thee. ...I have 
graven thee upon the palms of my hands; 
thy walls are continually before me... . 

“Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Behold, 
I will lift up my hand to the nations, 
and set up my ensign to the peoples; 
and they shall bring thy sons in their 
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bosom, and thy daughters shall be car- 
ried upon their shoulders. And kings 
shall be thy nursing fathers, and their 
queens thy nursing mothers: they shall 
bow down to’ thee with their faces to 
the earth, and lick the dust of thy feet; 
and thou shalt know that I am Jehovah; 
and they that wait for me shall not be 
put to shame.” 
VANCOUVER, B. C. 














Can Locust-Eaten Years Be Restored? 
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these miracle-blessings to pass for God’s 
people nationally; and the New Testa- 
ment is filled with promises to Christians 
in this age of grace, declaring that God 
can and will undo all the spiritual con- 
sequences of sin in those who turn to 
Christ as Saviour and Lord in full con- 
fession, surrender, and faith. A single 
New Testament verse declares this mar- 
velously: “But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound” (Rom. 
5:20). In the seventh chapter of Ro- 
mans Paul describes in great detail the 
agonizing and futile struggle of the 
Christian (who has not realized Christ’s 
power to deliver) against the power of 
sin, and the constant yielding to sin which 
works in such destructiveness in the life 
of the sinning one. But when it all 
seems hopeless, and the apostle cries out, 
“QO wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” 
there comes the radiant, exultant an- 
swer: “I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” And the next chap- 
ter describes the joy of the life set free 
from the law of sin and death by the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 

To those who have received Christ as 
Saviour, and who have fallen in sin 
and have. wasted precious years in such 
ways that it may seem impossible ever 
to have them restored, God speaks this 
word of assurance: “Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath be- 
gun a good work in you will perform 
[perfect] it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). 

The Editor once heard the late Dr. 
C. I. Scofield comment on that often- 
quoted statement in the poem, 

But the bird with"the broken pinion 
Never soared as high again. 
Dr. Scofield said, with a good deal of 
vehemence, that this may be good poetry 
but it is not good Scripture or Gospel. 
“The bird with the broken pinion!” he 
exclaimed. “As if we did not all have 
a broken wing! For most of us, both 
wings are broken, and both legs, and 
our necks!” Dr. Scofield, as is well 
known because he himself told his 
story on the platform and published it, 
was a drunken lawyer in his thirties, 


and then was brought to Christ not 
only as Saviour but also as Lord. God 
marvelously restored the years that the 
locust had eaten, and gave his new- 
born child the many years of far-reach- 
ing ministry, testimony, and Bible ex- 
position that have permanently enriched 
the Church of Christ through Dr. Sco- 
field’s work. 

There is a mystery here, of course, — 
a mystery beyond our understanding or 
comprehending. Wasted years are 
wasted years, and there is a tragedy in 
their loss that only God,can fully appre- 
ciate. But the miracle of the Gospel 
of grace in Christ Jesus, as the Bible 
makes very plain, not only restores 
wasted years but does more than that: 
the grace of God in blessing exceeds 
the sinfulness of man in destructiveness. 
Of course the Apostle Paul recognized 
that the years in which he had perse- 
cuted the followers of Christ were 
wasted years. But it was Paul who 
said: “Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” As for the 
life being shortened by wasted years, 
that is true from man’s reckoning; but 
God may do more in one year, or in 
six months, or in one day of a forgiven, 
cleansed, restored life than might have 
been done in many years that would not 
ordinarily be called wasted. 

The Gospel of God’s grace is never 
a “fifty-fifty” proposition. The marvel- 
ous verse quoted above makes that un- 
mistakably plain: “But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound.” 
Let us, then, no matter what wasted 
years may have stained our lives, look 
away unto the Lord Jesus, confessing 
everything to him, and praising him that 
“if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). To do this is not to put a 
premium on sinning,—God forbid !— 
but a premium-on the grace of God 
through our Lord -Jesus’ Christ. 
























Lesson for May 5 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES . 





® 395 





ee - 











LESSON 5. MAY 5. ISAIAH GIVES GOD'S INVITATION 


International Uniform Lesson.—lsaiah 55; printed text, Isaiah 55: 1-11 
| Golden Text.—Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.—Isa. 55:6 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Isaiah 55:1-11 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Isaiah 55:1. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness. 

3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul 
shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of’ David. 

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a 
leader and commander to the people. 

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and 
nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee, because of the 
Lorp thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath 
glorified thee. 

6 Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: 

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lorp, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
Ways my ways, saith the Lorp. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 
bread to the eater: 

11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Isa. 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Where- 
fore do ye ‘spend money for that which is not bread? and your 
labor for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness. 3 Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and 
your soul shall live: and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you, even the sure mercies of David. 4 Behold, I have 
given him for a witness to the peoples, a * leader and commander 
to the peoples. 5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou 
knowest not; and a nation that knew not thee shall run’ unto 
thee, because of Jehovah thy God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel; for he hath glorified thee. 

6 Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found; call ye upon him 
while he is near: 7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah. 9 For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the 
rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the, earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 so 
shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 


1Heb., weigh. *Or, earnings. *Or, prince. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor ef the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


F IT were not for the truth set forth 
| in chapter 53, there would be no 

possibility of the gracious invitation 
of chapter 55. Throughout this entire 
section of Isaiah (chaps. 49 to 57) God 
is presenting his chosen Servant, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the Redeemer of 
Israel and of the world, whose rejection 
at his first coming was foreknown and 
plainly predicted, but who by his pro- 
pitiatory work was to open up the way 
for guilty sinners to find peace with 
God and pardon for all their transgres- 
sions. Because of his work God can 
send forth the gracious invitation for 
all men everywhere to partake of. his 
salvation. 

If the indicated chapters are read 
through at a sitting, it will make this 
very clear and furnish a solid founda- 
tion for instructing others in the Gospel 
invitation. Isaiah has been called “the 
evangelical prophet” and he well de- 
serves to be so designated. Nowhere 
else in the Old Testament is the person 


and work of our Lord set forth so 
clearly and fully as in this wonderful 
book. Man is shown to be utterly bank- 
rupt spiritually, destitute of righteous- 
ness, and with no claim upon God what- 
ever. Yet, Christ, Jehovah’s sinless 
Servant, is presented as the great sin 
offering through whose infinite sacrifice 
all who come to him in faith will be 
justified in his sight. His salvation is 
based upon righteousness. In the cross 
the sin question has been settled in a 
righteous way, and so.God can -now save 
all who come to him in faith. 


The Historical Setting 


Isaiah flourished. for considerably 
more than half a century, during the 
reign of four kings of Judah, from 
Uzziah to Hezekiah. This was from 
about 760 to 698 B. €. Just when he 
uttered the present prophetic message 
we are not told. 


Verse by Verse 


Isa. 55:1.—‘Ho, every one that thirst- 
eth.” The call goes forth to all who 
long for that which this world cannot 
give. It is the Gospel invitation as given 
later by our Lord himself (John 7:37). 
“Come ye to the waters.” This is God’s 
own figure for the good news, the Gospel 





of his grace (Prov. 25:25; Rev. 22:17). 
“Buy ... without money.” Grace meets 
every need of the soul freely. God is 
not demanding of man, but offering to 
give him that which will insure his 
eternal blessing. 


Verse 2.—‘Spend money for that 
which is not bread.” Men who turn 
away from God and live for the world, 
or who hope by their own sacrifice and 
efforts to win the divine favor are only 
wasting their substance for that which 
can never give satisfaction. “Hearken 
diligently unto me.” Faith comes by 
hearing and as we listen to the Word, 
grace is given to believe it and receive 
the salvation of God (Eph. 2:8, 9; Rom. 
10:17). 


- Verse 3.—“‘Hear, and your soul /shall 
live.” Compare this with our Lord’s 
words in John 5:24. “I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you.” This is 
the covenant of pure grace promised to 
David (Psa. 89:49) and is confirmed in 
Christ (Acts 13:34). 


Verse 4—“I have given him for a 
witness ...a leader and commander.” 
Everything is linked up with Christ. He 
is the Captain of our salvation (Heb. 
2:10), who has made peace by the blood 
of his cross (Col. 1:20) and so is made 
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the “leader” (Heb. 12:2, margin) and 
finisher of our faith. 

Verse 5.—“Thou shalt call a nation 
that thou knowest not.” It is a proph- 
ecy of grace going out to the Gentiles, 
to those other sheep not of the Jewish 
fold (John 10:16). “Nations ... shall 
run unto thee.” The Gentiles will recog- 
nize their_indebtedness to Israel, for 
salvation is of the Jews (John 4:22), 
through whom Christ came (Rom. 9:5). 


Verse 6.—“Seek ye... call ye.” The 
matter is urgent. God is waiting to be 
gracious. But the day of his mercy is 
fast coming to a close. Therefore the 
importance of action — of quick decision. 
It is not that he is in hiding and has 
to be searched for or that he is unwilling 
and we must needs entreat him to save. 
To seek him is to turn to him. To call 
upon him is to commit one’s soul to 
him. All who do this will receive his 
grace and know the blessedness of his 
salvation. 


Verse 7.—“Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man _ his 
thoughts.” There can be no salvation 
apart from repentance, which implies a 
complete change of attitude toward God, 
toward self and sin. When God’s Word 
speaks to the conscience, the soul turns 
to him who gave it for relief. And the 
moment this is accomplished he delights 
to extend forgiveness. “He will abun- 
dantly pardon” all who take him at his 
Word and rely upon his grace alone. 

Verse 8.—“My thoughts are not your 
thoughts.” No man, unaided by di- 
vine grace, would ever have imagined 
such a plan of salvation as that which 
God has devised. His ways are infinitely 
above ours. We find difficulty in rising 
above legality. He delights in manifest- 
ing the riches of his grace. 

Verse 9.—“As the heavens are higher 
than the earth.” This is the extent of 
the difference between God’s thoughts 
and ways and our poor, vain conceptions 
of how man may get right with him, 
He acts according to heavenly principles, 
of which we know nothing until they 
are revealed to us by his Spirit. 

Verses 10 and 11—‘My word... shall 
not return unto me void.” God's pur- 
poses will be accomplished in spite of 
all Satan’s efforts to thwart them. Just 
as*in nature the downcoming rain and 
snow result in the fertilization and fruc- 
tification of the seed cast in the earth, 
so the Word of God when proclaimed to 
lost men and women will sink into 
the hearts and bring forth fruit unto 
life eternal. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The water carriers of the Orient go 
through the streets calling the attention 
of the thirsty and crying, “Buy the gift 
of God.” But in this lesson it is God 
himself who calls to famishing men and 
offers refreshment —the living water — 
without money and without price. God 
is not a ‘merchant. He has nothing to 
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5. May 5.—Isaiah Gives God’s Invitation. 


Isaiah 55 
6. May 12.—Habakkuk’s Faith ..... Habakkuk 
7. May 19.—Jeremiah Denounces False 
Prophets hee ..... Jeremiah 23 
8. May 26.—Jeremiah Announces the 
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10. June 9.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Re- 
sponsibility : ue Ezekiel 33:1-20 
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eT ere Haggai 

12. June 23.—Malachi Demands Hon- 
esty Toward God ..... ...../..Malachi 

13. June 30.—Jonah: The Outreach of 
lg” ee rere Jonah 3 and 4 








sell. He gives freely of the riches of 
his. grace to all who will accept the 
salvation he has to offer. The invitation 
is to all. Whoever thirsts may drink 
and find lasting satisfaction. There is 
nothing to pay. It is only required that 
one receive in faith the Saviour who is 
revealed in the Gospel, which is good 
news from a far country and as cold 
water to a thirsty soul. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE WATER OF LIFE 

Its source (Rev. 22:1) 

Free for all (Rev. 21:6) 

For all who thirst (Isa. 55:1) 

Whosoever will may drink (Rev. 22: 
17) 

To be had for the asking (John 4:10) 

Satisfies forever (John 4:14, part 1) 

Springs up into everlasting life (John 
4:14, part 2) 

Becomes a means of blessing to others 
(John 7:38) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Come and Buy. No one could possibly 
pay for God’s salvation if He were to 
put a price upon it. But he gives it 
freely to all who believe. Is it not 
strange that men who would gladly “do 
some great thing,” like Naaman (2 Kings 
5:13), in order to obtain cleansing from 
the pollution of sin and to find satis- 
faction for their longing souls, hesitate 
and even refuse to receive it when ‘it 
is offered for nothing, on the ground of 
the finished work of Christ? Surely the 
least that man can do is to accept with 
gratitude what God is pleading with him 
to accept ! 

The Sure Mercies of David. God had 
sworn to David that through him should 
come the One who was to be the re- 
deemer of Israel (Psa. 89:27-29). On this 
David relied (Psa. 89:49). In due time 
God ratified it by sending Jesus, born 
of a daughter of David’s house (Luke 1: 
27). Crucified by wicked men, he died 
for our sins and-was raised from the 
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dead by omnipotent power, that in him 
the promise might be fulfilled, as Paul 
declured in the synagogue at Antioch 
of Pisidia (Acts 13:33, 34). All who 
receive him in faith are not only for- 
given, but are justified from all things, 
cleared of every charge and so accepted 
before God in Christ. 


Applications and Summaries 


All who are thirsty are invited to par- 
take oi the waters that satisfy and the 
wine and milk that cheer and sustain. 
Have we accepted the divine invitation? 


To ignore God’s proffered bounty while 
seeking satisfaction in the empty pleas- 
ures of this world is to wrong one’s own 
soul, 


Many seem to think that they will 
have to give up much that is worth 
while if they turn to Christ, but he 
does not ask us to give up, but to re- 
ceive. 


When we accept the gift of God, which 
is eternal life, we find such delight in 
the blessings lavished upon us that we 
lose all taste for the harmful things of 
the world. 


It is one thing to hear with the out- 
ward ear, it is quite another to take 
heed in the heart to the voice of God. 
Have we ears to hear? 


God promised salvation through Da- 
vid’s Son. Jesus is the One through 
whom the promise is realized. 


Christ is set forth by God as the faith- 
ful and true witness (Rev. 3:14), for 
he alone can show the way of life. He 
is our leader, for he left us an example 
that we should follow his steps (1 Pet. 
2:21). He is our commander, for all 
authority is given unto him in Heaven 
and in earth (Matt. 28:18). 


To seek the Lord is to give heed to 
his Word and to trust him as our Sav- 
iour. Have we definitely sought him and 
been found of him? 


No man will ever be saved while 
going on in his sins, but the moment a 
man is ready to be delivered from his 
sins Christ is ready to save him. 


Wher perplexed by problems too deep 
for the human mind to solve, it is well 
to remember that God’s thoughts and 
ours are very different, and his ways 
are far above our ways.. We must be 
content to leave many questions with 
him until we are called Home, when 
all will be made clear. 

Cuicacs. 

we 


Here, therefore, is the wisdom of the 
contented man, to let God choose for 
him; for when we have given up our 
wills to kim, and stand in that station 
of the battle where our Great General 
hath placed us, our spirits must needs 
rest while our conditions have for their 
security the power, the wisdom, and 
the charity of God.—Bishop Jeremy Tay- 
lor. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is the outstanding theme of this 
section of Isaiah’s prophecy? 

2. What are the terms on which God's 
offer of salvation depends? 

3. What promise does the Lord make to 
those who avail themselves of grace? 

4. What is meant by “the sure mercies 
of David’? 

5. What New Testament apostle refers to 
this passage and where? 

6. Who is the witness, leader, and com- 
mander spoken of in verse 4? 

7. What warning is implied in the urgent 
entreaty of verse 6? 

8. On what ground can a righteous God 
abundantly pardon penitent sinners? 

9. In verses 8 and-9, what principle is 
insisted on in regard to the mind and 
counsels of God? 

10. What promise is given in connection 
with the proclamation of the Word of God? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on the next page. 


we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thy invitations to thy favor and thy love 
come to us in our unworthiness. We take 
for granted so much that comes only from 
thy grace and mercy. The “sure mercies of 
David” remind us of the equally sure mercies 
that are ours. We would return unto thee, 
if we have wandered away from thee, for 
thou dost abundantly pardon. Lift our 
thoughts, we pray thee, into the glorious 
realm of thine own thoughts, for our ways 
are not thy ways, and we so greatly need - 
to walk with thee. May we let our thoughts 
be in the heavenlies. In our troubled lives 
may thy Word, even as the rain and the sun, 
refresh us and enable us to go out with joy, 
and to be led forth in triumph,in the days to 
come. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—You who have been 
teaching this lesson have no doubt 
thought of the wonderful reach of it. 
The Prophet rises to great heights here, 
and his appeal is uttered in the light 
of the great fact that God’s purposes for 
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us are far higher than our purposes; 
his ways higher than our ways. I 
would urge you not to let the day go 
by without taking up this lesson by 
yourself, quietly, remembering what - 
your teachers have said, but also to go 
into these great words quite alone, and 
with your mind freed from the distrac- 
tions that so easily surround us. Read 
the chapter through, and if you have 
not already done so, commit it to mem- 
ory. Can you not hear the mountains 
and the hills break forth into singing, 
and do you not see the fir tree stand out 
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beside the way instead of the thorn 
bush? “Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near.” And if things have not been 
quite right or true in our own lives, 
shall we not forsake the things that 
have kept us away from the Lord, and 
in humble confession return unto the 
Lord, knowing that he will have mercy, 
and abundantly pardon? It is a wonder- 
ful lesson, isn’t it? —so full and rich, 
and lifting us up into the very thoughts 
of God. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H, Ridgway 


The Christian Life—Ho, every one 
. +. come... and let your soul de- 
light itself in fatness (Isa. 55:1, 2). Note 
how God invites to the “fat” things of 
life. Late this afternoon I am going 
to a “coming out” party of the daugh- 
ter of the President of one of our steel 
companies. This gentleman is a “good 
provider.” The local newspaper will 
probably print “The table groaned with 
the best there is to be had.” 
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But our invitation was not printed 
with a merry, “Ho, Ridgways, come and 
let your soul delight in raw oysters, 
creamed sweet-breads, chicken salad, 


. Virginia ham, lobster cutlets, and every 


kind of ice cream there is made, plus 
the cakes.” All of which might be 
called “caterer fatness.” 

No, the invitation read, “Mr. and Mrs. 
Somebody request the honor of your 
presence, etc.” Very formal after the 
best social usage, of course. But when 
God invites us he does it with a Fatherly 
familiarity, and not as a neighbor. The 
last invitation Heaven gives is, “The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come” (Rev. 
22:17). 

The point of this paragraph, and the 
main point of this Corner, and the im- 
portant point of all my three books, “In 
God We Trust” and “The Christian Gen- 
tleman” and “Draw Up a Chair” is that 
our Christian religion, when understood 
and followed, is the most joyful thing 
in all the world. 

The Christian life, when lived as God 
intends us to live it, is a delight, and 
as the text has it a delight in fatness. 
(Phil. 4:4.) Paul writes to Timothy 
about “the living God, who giveth us 


“MY FATHER GIVETH YOU THE TRUE BREAD FROM HEAVEN” 
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herefore do 

ye spend 
money for that 
which is not 
bread? and 
your labour 
for that which 


satisheth not?” 
Isaiah 55:2 
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richly all things to enjoy.” (1 Tim. 6: 
17.) “Us” are the folks who lead the 
Christian life. 


The Two Kinds.—Let the wicked... 
and the unrighteous man ... return 
unto the Lord (v. 7). There are two 
kinds of “bad ones” —the “wicked” and 
the “unrighteous.” Now I would like 
to ask, “Which sort do you consider the 
worst?” Of course, in e sight of 
Heaven, there is no difference. Both 
kinds are headed for the same unhappy 
place.. “All have sinned, and come 
short” (Rom, 3:22, 23). 

The wicked “tough guy” is rarely a 
serious menace to the community. He 
is apt to be a valuable object lesson. 
But the “unrighteous” one, man or 
woman, is like a malaria, whether the 
bad air or the mosquito, working while 
you sleep! The wicked one “blows off.” 
The unrighteous just ferments and in- 
fects. The “gangsters”? No more harm- 
less citizens outwardly. That’s why they 
can “hold up” and rob. (2 Cor. 11:14.) 

In the old days here in the steel 
town of Coatesville we had just three 
hotels (saloons). On Saturdays, holi- 
days, and town-crowd occasions the 
drinkers lined up three and four deep 
along the bars. 

Mothers used to have me go there 
and bring out their erring boys. This 
pigpen picture of drinking looked bad, 
and was disgusting. The judges over 
at West Chester slipped over incognito 
one Saturday night and mingled with 
the men who crowded the barrooms. 
They were disgusted as they saw bar- 
tenders selling to minors and plying 
well-known drunkards. At the next 
license court the three bars were closed. 
That was wickedness “blowing off.” 

Now in these days liquor has come 
back and, as one fellow expressed it in 
rather inelegant phrase, “The town is 
lousy with taprooms.” One hotel op- 
erates a “cocktail bar,” especially in- 
tended for young women. Unrighteous- 
ness is spread all over the town.. No 
half-decent man and no young woman 
would be seen in the old barrooms. The 
old saloons with their short changing of 
half-drunk mill men and reeling cus- 
tomers looked bad. But the taprooms 
are dangerous. 

Our Lord is not willing that any 
should perish and uses many metaphors 
and illustrations and arguments to save 
us from eternal death, and secure us 
eternal life. Our little brains cannot 
grasp the significance of these two 
places. We have nothing with which 
to compare them. But oh, how earnestly 
God invites us to eternal life! 


The Profane Electrician—My word 
... Shall not return unto me void, but... 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it (v. 11). This very true state- 
ment can be set over against that other 
promise we have through Paul, “For- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour is 
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not in vain [a void] in the Lord” (1 
Cor. 15:58). 

These are two promises which all 
down the years have given encourage- 
ment to ministers, missionaries, and all 
those who are active in Christian work. 
“Lo, I am with you alway” (Matt. 28: 
20). 

The best commentary is a story that 
fits, and here is one. In the beginning 
of the electric light, the iron company, 
now known as the Lukens Steel Com- 
pany, decided to equip their mills with 
the new electric arc lights. The man 
sent to make the installation was on 
occasion both high tempered and pro- 
fane. Mr. Charles L.-Huston, who was 
General Manager at that time, hap- 
pened one day to come along when the 
cursing electrician was in full eruption. 

Mr. Huston took the man to task for 
his profanity, and taking out his Bible 
gave him, along with other Scripture, 
the commandment God gave to Moses. 
The “called down” cusser finished his 
job and was gone, and the incident was 
forgotten, along with the water that 
went through the mill’s water wheel 
and on down the Brandywine. The arc 
lights also passed for cheaper and bet- 
ter lamps. 

The years went by, some twenty-five 
or thirty of them. Then one day when 
Mr. Huston and I were attending a 
church convention a_ fine-appearing, 
prosperous-looking, middle-aged gentle- 
man’ came and introduced himself to 
Mr. Huston and spoke as follows: 

“Of course, Mr. Huston, you are not 
likely to remember me, but years ago, 
in the early days of electric lighting, I 
was sent to your Coatesville mill to in- 
stall a lot of are lights. At that time 
I was cursed with both a bad temper 
and bad language. You came along one 
day when I was at my worst and took 
me to task for it. But you did it in 
such a kindly way, using the Scripture 
to help you, it made an impression upon 
me I never got over. It started me 
thinking so seriously that at last I landed 
in the Kingdom. I am here a commis- 
sioner from my church. I have hunted 
you up to thank you for what you did 
for me that day.” God’s Word passed 
on by Mr. Huston had saved a ‘soul, 
and given the church an elder. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on the preceding page) 


1. The person and work of Christ, the 
Servant of Jehovah. 


2. That men receive it freely, with no 
thought of human merit. 


3. Full satisfaction of heart and mind. 


4. The promise of a Redeemer through 
David's line. 

5. Paul at Antioch in Pisidia, as recorded 
in Acts 13. 


6. It is all prophetic of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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7. The possibility of putting off the ques- 
tion of one’s salvation until it is too late. 

8. On the basis of Christ’s work on the 
cross, as in chapter 53. 


9. That, being infinite, his thoughts and 
ways are far above ours, and therefore not 
to be judged by us. 


10. That it shall accomplish the purpose 
for which it is given. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessonc .or the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tllustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Don’t Wait !—Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near (Golden Text). On the 
church calendar of St. Peter’s Vicarage, 
the church of the well-known British 
Keswick speaker, the Rev. J. Russell 
Howden, is this striking sentence: 
“Those people who expect salvation at 
the eleventh hour often die at 10.30.” 
Postponement is perilous in spiritual 
matters—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Miss B. Steinmann, Wel- 
lesley, Ont., Can. 


The Wonderful Spring.—Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters 
(Isa. 55:1). During my meeting at Hunt- 
ville, Ala., I was taken down to see their 
great spring, which is the most famous 
thing about the town. I watched the 


great gushes of clear water from the, 


head of. this marvelous fountain. My 
friend said, “This spring supplies the 
whole town with pure, fresh water.” I 
asked, “Where is the engine that pumps 
the water into the homes?” He said, 
“We have no engine. Do you see that 
wheel yonder, run by the water of this 
spring? It pumps the water into the 
homes.” I said, “You don’t mean to tell 
me that this spring not only has enough 
water to supply the whole town, but 
power enough in itself to throw itself 
into every home in the town?” And 
he replied, “That’s exactly the case.” And 
then I thought of the great river of 
life — enough for every thirsty soul on 
earth, and powerful enough to throw it- 
self into every thirty soul. All we have 
to do is to make the connections.—From 
“Famous Stories of Sam Jones.” Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


The Best Way.—Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters (v. 1). 
Dr. Charles R. Watson had a great gift 
for striking illustrations, and he said 
this: “Young people come to confer- 
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ences year after year. They fill up 
their vessels and go back to their 
churches and young people’s societies. 
After a few weeks or months, the water 
gets low, and their vessels are empty. 
They look forward to the summer con- 
ference and the expected refilling. Then 
one year they come to the conference 
and something happens. They sink a 
well of their own!” Our Lord said: 
“Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be- 
come in him a well [or spring] of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 
4:14).—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by E. M. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


“Just As I Am.”—Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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(v. 1). Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, in his 
work as a chaplain, once tried to point 
to Christ a young soldier who was under 
conviction. But the young man failed 
to find peace. As he was leaving, Dr. 
Trumbull gave him a copy of a Soldier’s 
Hymnbook. When next they met, the 
young soldier’s face revealed that the 
change had come. “You tried to make 
it plain, Chaplain,” he said, “yet I didn’t 
get any help. But I opened that little 
hymnbook and read: 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot. 

O Lamb of God, I come! 
and then it was all clear to me.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Choice of “Riches.”—Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that wkich is not 
bread? and your labour for that which 
satisfieth not? (v. 2.) Some years ago 
there appeared one day in the same daily 
paper two accounts, one of an American 
woman who had just spent $70,000 for 
Paris dresses; and the other of a woman, 
a beautiful Christian character, who, be- 
ing questioned in a legal matter, mod- 
estly admitted that she had given many 
millions of her estate to various right- 
eots causes. “Well,” as someone re- 
marked, “it is a matter of taste — Paris 
gowns or heavenly crowns.”—From the 
Christian Statesman. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Better than a Nickel—For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts (v. 9). 
A little girl approached her father and 
said, “Father, I want a nickel.” The 
father drew out his wallet and offered 
her a neat five-dollar bill. But the little 
girl, not knowing what it was, would 
not take it. “I don’t want that,” she said; 
“I want a nickel.” Are there times when 
we deal with our Heavenly Father as 
this little girl dealt with her earthly 
father? Do we sometimes ask for some 
small favor and refuse his offer of a 
blessing a hundred times more valuable? 
—From the Secret Place. Sent by Ruth 
E. Dow, Wayne, Maine. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


The Jews and the Word.—It shall not 
return unto me void (v.11). Mr. Reich- 
art, a rnissionary to the Jews in Cairo, 
undertook to be the depository of the 
Bible Society. In his depot one day he 
had a visit from a small party of 
Afabian Jews. They had heard some- 
how of the shop in Cairo and they came 
for Hebrew Old Testaments. Mr. Reich- 
art very gladly supplied them, but be- 
fore he fastened down the box, with 
earnest prayer and without a word to 
man, he put in a Hebrew New Testa- 
ment, hidden with the old. They went 
away, like Joseph’s brethren, and then 
in a year or two there came the same 
or like men back again, and they 
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brought a letter. This letter declared 
how highly they valued the beautiful 
copies of the Law, Prophets, and Psalms, 
and also how surprised they were to 
find another book in the holy tongue, 
about which they had never kuown. 
The Person of whom it spoke had never 
crossed their knowledge before, and as 
they read of him in the holy words in 
this book, enclosed with their Scriptures, 
with one mind they had come to the 
conclusion that he was Israel’s Messiah. 
—From the New Century Leader. Sent 
by Ruth E. Dow, Wayne, Maine. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Thirst. 

Discussion: Show how in nature, which 
perishes, for every need there is provided 
that which satisfies. Would God create 
an immortal spirit with a longing for 
something and fail to provide abundantly 
for it? 

Objective: Drink of the life-giving 
Stream. 











AY, fellows, thirst is a very definite 

sensation, familiar to us all. In its 
normal state, together with the natural 
means of slaking it, thirst is a real de- 
light. When one_is hot and dry and 
thirsty, there is nothing more enjoyable 
physically than a draught of cool, pure 
water. Nothing else is so satisfying to 
thirst. Many substitutes have been de- 
vised and tried, but only water satisfies. 
Denied the means of satisfaction, thirst 
can become a tragic thing and cause 
great suffering—even unto death —in 
a very short time. 

There are three elements necessary to 
physical life: air, water, and food. And 
the imminence of death by their with- 
drawal is in the same order. Take away 
the air and we would suffocate in a few 
seconds; deny us water, or some liquid 
substitute largely composed of water, 
and we would perish in a few days at 
the longest; without food, man has been 
known to live more than a month, but 
approximately in that time he wastes 
away and dies. 

Now here is an interesting thing: God’s 
Word gives us spiritual parallels’ for 
these three elements. The Holy Spirit 
is like the air (Ezek. 37:9, 10; John 3:8) 
which we breathe. That is in greatest 
abundance which is most imminently 
needed: measure the volume of breath- 
able air between the earth’s surface 
and the stratosphere! It is practically 
limitless. We do not have to ask God 
to “send down the Holy Spirit,” as 
sometimes you hear people pray, with 
all good intentions. He is here, all about 
us. and in us, even as the air we breathe. 
What we want to ask for is that we 
shall be willing to open up and receive 
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* his blessed ministry into our hearts and 
lives. Take great big deep breaths. 

Next in abundance is water. Two- 
thirds of the earth’s surface is covered 
with water, besides all the water exist- 
ing in the atmosphere, in vegetation, and 
life about us. Jesus told the woman of 
Sychar that he could give her “living 
water.” And “whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life” 
(John 4:13, 14). Your soul must have 
that water or it will die, fellows. 

When you receive the “water of sal- 
vation,” which Jesus Christ alone can 
give and which he freely gives, then 
you begin to feed on the Bread of Life, 
and that is the Word of God; and you 
are nourished and become strong 
thereby. You are a child of God, a serv- 
ant of the Lord Jesus Christ, with a joy 
in your heart which nothing upon earth 
can duplicate. 

And here today, as we open the Old 
Testament, we hear the prophet Isaiah, 
inspired by the God who made man and 
gave him a physical thirst which can 
only be slaked by the water he has 
also provided, and who also gave us an 
immortal spirit that thirsts—gyes, the 
prophet Isaiah calling, “Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters. 
. . » Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is 
near: let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to 
our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don” (Isa. 55:1, 6, 7). 

Jesus said on another occasion: 
Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall 
be filled” (Matt. 5:6). 

Fellows, are you thirsty? Maybe you 
are, and do not exactly understand what 
is the matter. You are not satisfied; 
you know that. Nothing seems to “click.” 
Your soul is thirsty, and you need Jesus 
Christ. He is right here; you only have 
to lift up your heart to him, lift up 
your eyes and behold him, open your 
mouth and drink the refreshing, soul- 
reviving draught which he extends to 
you. 

SaRASOTA, FLA. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


For this second lesson from Isaiah, give 
each child a sheet of paper folded like an 
envelope, with his name on the outside, 
and let him print the Golden Text (Isa. 
55:6) on the inside, and take it home. 


NCE again we study from Isaiah, the 
same prophet we had last week. In 
this lesson we find him still prophesy- 
ing to wicked Judah and Israel, telling 
them of their sin, and of God’s love, 
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His message was to them, but it is for 
us; and this morning I am giving each 
of you a folded paper all ready for you 
to print inside of it Isaiah’s invitation, 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found,” and I think we'll print them 
now. 

I want to ask you something. Whose 
name is on the outside of this invita- 
tion? Yours. Then whose invitation is 
it? Yours. When somebody sends you 
an invitation to something very fine, 
maybe a party, what do you do? You 
accept the invitation. You go. 

What are you going to do about this 
invitation of Isaiah’s? Every one of 
you should accept. Really, you do not 
have to find God, for he is seeking you. 
God loves every one of you so much 
that he sent his only begotten Son to 
die on the cross to pay for your sins, 
for you are all sinners, and so are all 
the grown-ups, too. 

Maybe some of you think you are 
pretty good children, but just how good 
are you? Is there one of you who never 
said one naughty, mean word, who never 
was angry, never screamed and cried 
because you could not have your own 
way, never quarreled with your brother 
or sister, never disobeyed Mother or 
Daddy? If you did any of these things 
just once, you are a sinner. And, 
strangely enough, if you have not done 
any of them, you are still a sinner, for 
in your heart you have wanted to do 
some of them, and God looks on your 
heart. It is not doing these things that 
makes you a sinner, — it is because your 
heart is the heart of a sinner that you 
do wrong things. 

Every one of us is a sinner, so we all 
need a Saviour, you children just as 
much as grown people. The Lord Jesus 
died for each one of you, and he gave 
you an invitation even better than Isa- 
iah’s, an invitation just especially for 
children, and this is it: “Suffer little 
children, .. . to come.unto me” (Matt. 
19: 14). 

You must believe that Jesus Christ 
was God’s Son, and he died in your 
place for your sins,-and accept him as 
your Saviour, and that is what “coming 
to him” means. He accepts you, and is 
your Saviour, and you become God’s 
child. 

I think it would be a. good idea to 
print this invitation that Jesus Christ 
gave you in your invitation beside Isa- 
iah’s invitation. 

Will you accept this invitation? 

And here is another lovely thing about 
this invitation, you can pass it on to 
some other person. There is an invi- 
tation to every person that ever lived. 
You can tell your mother and father 
about their invitation, and you can tell 
your playmates and friends. It jisn’t 
like a party invitation, which is just for 
a few people. You couldn’t ask others 
to come to a party to which you had 
been invited, for there would not be 
enough ice cream or cake for everybody; 
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a party is just for the few who are in- 
vited. But God has asked every per- 
son to accept Christ. There is salvation 
enough for all, and God can love and 
care for everybody, and there will be 
room in Heaven for everybody, if only 
they will accept Christ’s invitation. 

Will you tell somebody about it this 
week? 

Mobesto, CALIF. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls how conversing 
for Christ may .become a sincere and 
normal procedure. 


Activity.—Bring to class illustrations of 
people who were successful in winning 
others for Christ. Also let the girls tell 
of their own experiences. For additional 
reading use “Individual Work for Individ- 
uals,” by H. Clay Trumbull, and “Miracles 
in a Doctor’s Life,” by Walter Lewis Wil- 
son, M.D.1 


Memory Verse.—“Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me” (Rev. 3:20). 











AST week we emphasized the fact 

that every individual is important 
to God, and that God should become 
important to every one. Today we shall 
study the technique of making him 
known to others. 

Girls, if you were going to tell some- 
one about God, how would you pro- 
ceed? Christian people in general speak 
so little about the Lord who has won 
their hearts that it is very difficult for 
those who would speak to convince the 
world that God is really important. On 
the other hand, there are people who 
attempt to make God known, but who 
are so tactless that they repel rather 
than win. Sometimes the prayer of a 
Christian witness is much more effective 
than oral speech. This might be illus- 
trated by two actual accounts of per- 
sonal evangelism. 

The woman who had been sitting be- 
side Luella in the streetcar suddenly 
grabbed her arm and gave it a sharp 
pinch. As Luella turned, the woman 
blurted nervously, “Are you a Chris- 
tian?” 

Luella relaxed. “Why, yes,” she 
smiled. 

“Hmph,” returned the other. “You’re 
the first one I have met. I was saved 
a few weeks ago and since that I| have 
been trying to tell others how to be 
saved. Just yesterday I had an awful 





1“Individual Work for Individuals,” by H. 
Clay Trumbull (American Tract Society, $1); 
“Miracles in a Doctor’s Life,” by Walter L. 
Wilson, M.D. (Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n, 
20 cents). Both may be ordered from ‘the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia. 








—— 


Lesson for May 5 


time trying to get the young girl who 
was sitting beside me to listen.” 

Now observe a different approach. 
Blanche and Agnes, with school books 
in their arms, were standing near a 
street corner chatting and laughing 
when a strange woman drew near. As 
she passed she smiled and said, “Good 
afternoon, girls.” It was such a heart- 
warming smile that Blanche remarked 
to her comrade, “Who do you suppose 
she is? She must be lovely.” 

That night in the neighborhood prayer 
meeting this woman was the speaker, 
and through her message Blanche was 
brought to an acquaintance with Christ. 

One of these women was gracious and 
gentle, and much in prayer. The other 
was ambitious, yet hasty and crude. (Col. 
4:3-6; 1 Thess. 2:7, 8.) 

Discuss: When is it well to approach 
a stranger about spiritual concerns? How 
may we make God known to those whom 
we meet every day in our homes, busi- 
ness, or school? When the way to speak 
for Christ is blocked, or we do not feel 
led of the Spirit to speak to one for 
whose spiritual well-being we are con- 
cerned, what means of procedure can we 
use? Remember that God can function 
in hearts when we cannot. He knows 
the obstructions that we cannot see, and 
he alone can remove these obstructions 
and reveal himself to the soul of any 
human being (Jas. 5:16-20). 

What are some important steps for 
successful soul-winning? 

1. Examine your own heart to see 
that it is in fellowship with God (Psa. 
139: 23, 24). 

2. Become well acquainted with the 
Lord Jesus Christ (read the Book of 
Colossians). 

3. Be sure you are ledvof the Spirit 
before you start to present Christ (Acts 
8:26, 27). 

4. Be tactful and friendly to the one 
you want to reach (John 15:12-14). 

What is the substance of the message 
of salvation? Corapare the similarity 
between Isaiah 55, the Old Testament 
invitation of God the Father, and Mat- 
thew 11:28-30, the New Testament in- 
vitation of God the Son. 


Otp TESTAMENT New TESTAMENT 


INVITATION INVITATION 
Includes everyone. 
“Ho, every one.” “Come... all ye.” 


Obtainable for rich or poor. 

“He that hath no “I will give.” 
money; come.” 

Instruction to be had. 

“Hearken. . . . In- “Learn of me.” 
cline your ear.” 

The One who invites. 

“A witness ...a “I am meek and 
leader and comman- lowly in heart.” 
der.” 

Victorious consequences. 
“My ways higher “My yoke is easy, 


than your ways, and and my burden is 
my thoughts’ than light.” 
your thoughts.” 

We who witness for Christ today may 
give this matchless invitation with its 
rich reward through the power of God 
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the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). How would 
you use this information in presenting 
God to friends? 

“People who talk much about religion 
are either fanatical, boring, or stuck-up,” 
a young person commented. Is such a 
statement justified? Why? Girls, you 
need not be fanatical, boring, or con- 
ceited if you converse, not about relig- 
ion, but ahout the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Center of life. Learn to be sincere 
in letting folks know that he is important 
to you, then trust him for results (Matt. 
5:16; Phil. 2:15). 

Have you ever been overwhelmed with 
doubts? Next week we shall consider 
how we may trust God regardless of 
anything. Memorize Psalm 27:1. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 12. Parents Are People, Too! Exod. 20: 
12; 1 John 2:12-14. 


Sunday, May 5 


2. Vocational Detours 
(Acts 16:6-10) (Vocations Day) 





Mon.—Success by way of slavery (Gen. 
39:1-5; 41:38-43). 
Tues.—A life of no detours (Acts 10:36- 


43). 

Wed.—A costly detour (Jonah 1:1-3, 15, 
17). 

Thurs.—Detour by captivity (Dan. 1:3-6; 
6:1-3). 

Fri—A repented-of detour (Luke 22: 
54-62). 

Sat.—Warning against detours (2 Tim. 4: 
1-5). 











GROUP of young men were jour- 

neying to a distant town. Sufficient 
time had been allowed for the jour- 
ney, but for one cause or another they 
had heen delayed several times along 
the way. It was an important engage- 
ment, and all were anxious to arrive 
on time. As they neared their goal, 
suddenly across the road loomed a rude, 
board sign with the simple word, “De- 
tour.” 

It was exasperating. The map showed 
that the detour would add sufficient 
time to the journey to make them late 
for their appointment. There was no 
explanation on the sign, and there was 
considerable comment in the car about 
foolish road operations that shut off 
roads completely instead of keeping 
them open for traffic. But there was 
nothing to do apparently but follow the 
detour sign and be late. 

Later, when they had arrived at their 
destination, the young men learned the 
cause of the’detour. A bridge had been 
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washed out by a spring freshet. It was 
only a small bridge, but, had it not 
been for the detour sign, the car would 
very likely have been wrecked. Some, 
if not all, in the car might have lost 
their lives. 

On the road it pays to heed the de- 
tour signs, and on the road of life it 
pays to heed God’s detours, for our dis- 
appointments are very often his appoint- 
ments. 

be 


It should not be difficult for us to see 
that God sometimes has to place a de- 
tour in our path because we have 
chosen a wrong road. A certain young 
man had fallen in with a reckless, law- 
less group. He did not approve of much 
that they did, but he foolishly went 
along, and one day God put a detour 
before him. It led by way of a prison, 
for when certain of the group commit- 
ted a petty robbery the young man, al- 
though not a party to the crime, was 
identified as one of the group. He 
could not prove his innocence and he 
was sentenced for a short term in jail. 
But this detour, bitter experience though 
it was, awoke him to the wrong road 
he had been following. 

When we will not heed God’s gentler 
warnings, he sometimes has to permit 
us to encounter bitter and unpleasant 
detours in order to save us from disas- 
ter. But this is not his preferred method 
of dealing with us. On the contrary, 
he pleads with us not to be like the 
horse and the mule, “which have no 
understanding: whose mouth must be 
held in with bit and bridle” (Psa. 32: 
9). His gentler and more pleasant way 
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is, “Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart. Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass” (Psa. 37:4, 5). 

So then, when detours come, and it 
seems as though all we have hoped for 
and planned for has been brought to 
nought, let us ask ourselves whether 
the way we have been traveling was 
really God’s way for us after all, or 
whether it was one we had planned and 
followed in our own wisdom and 
strength. If detour experiences can 
bring us into a realization of the fool- 
ishness of our own planning and our 
own wisdom, they will prove to be 
some of the greatest blessings we have 
ever had. 

ve 


However, as our Scripture lesson 
shows us, we may encounter detours 
even when, to the best of our knowl- 
edge and belief, we have been follow- 
ing God’s plan for our lives. Certainly 
Paul was doing what he believed to 
be God’s will when, with Silas, he had 
tried to go first to the province of Asia 
Minor, and later to Bithynia. Never- 
theless, each time, God put up his de- 
tour sign, and eventually Paul and Silas 
were steered over to the coast just across 
from the continent of Europe. It must 
have been very puzzling to Paul to have 
these doors shut before him without any 
word of explanation, but we do not find 
a single indication of complaint. 

3e 

Can we not learn to trust our 
Heavenly Father in just this way? 
There can be no question that these 
days are difficult ones for young people. 
When we look ahead, thinking of our 
life work, there is very little that gives 
very much certainty. But can we not 
also see that God is not hampered or 
hindered by circumstances? He who 
created the world out of nothing can 
create, if need be, the circumstances of 
your life. 

Furthermore, God, who created you, 
knows infinitely better than you know 
yourseiit what will make you happy, for 
what particular vocation you are best 
suited, and just the right time to move 
you into it. And so, if detours come 
after you have committed your way to 
God and are trusting him to work out 
the plan, just keep on trusting and wait 
patiently for him to show you, in his 
own good time, his purpose in turning 
you aside from what seemed to be the 
shortest road to the goal. 

Above all, go to him daily with all 
that is on your heart. If there have 
been temptations to doubt, confess them 
to him and ask him to fill your heart 
with love and trust. And when he indi- 
cates clearly that you are to move for- 
ward, even though it may seem to be a 
detour, obey instantly, and await his 
good time for a revelation of the reason. 


PWILAPELPHIA. 
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Uncle Army and the Bear Cubs 


A true story 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


NE time when Uncle Army went 

on a camping trip away up in Can- 
ada, something happened that he never 
forgot. His last name is Armstrong. 
When he was a little fellow the boys 
he played with called him “Army,” and 
Army always has been his nickname. 
Now he is somebody’s Uncle Army, so 
you see he lived to tell this story. 

Uncle Army was a big boy when he 
went on that camping trip.away up in 
Canada, but one day he behaved like a 
little boy who never had read any books 
nor heard any stories told about the 
ways of wild animals, especially bears. 

That day in the woods the camp guide 
was out walking with some of the boys, 
and they were having a delightful time. 


The guide, a big, strong man who was ' 


perfectly at home in the forest, told 
stories about all sorts of birds and ani- 
mals that live in the wild woods away 
up north. More than once he made them 
stand still to see a deer or a fawn un- 
der the trees. He pointed out wood- 
chucks, and squirrels, and chipmunks, 
and raccoons, and one skunk. 

Suddenly Uncle Army saw two baby 
bears in a‘sun-bright clearing. There 
they were, two cunning, furry little 
bears sitting up and looking around as 
if they feared nothing. Uncle Army for- 
got the rule about politeness due the 
guide. Without stopping one second to 
think, Uncle Army darted away and 
swiftly ran ahead. He was just stoop- 
ing over to pick up one of the cubs when 
he felt himself yanked off his feet by 
a powerful creature. 

Uncle Army believed that a big bear 
had pounced upon him: but bears do 
not talk. It was the guide who was 
dragging him back, back, away from the 
cubs, and scolding and scolding him. 
The guide was saying, “Don’t you know 
anything? Another minute and you 
might have been killed! Now keep 
back out of sight —all of you!” 

Uncle Army tried to tell the guide 
that he had not intended to steal the 
baby bear. He wished to pick it up and 
hold it for a minute, and that was all. 
The guide, who by that time was as cross 
as a bear, bade him keep still. He told 
him to “Shut up!” 

Straightway Uncle Army and all the 
boys who were watching from far back 
on the trail, saw a huge mother bear 
come crashing down a hillside. She 
walked straight over to her cubs and 
nosed them on ahead of her. She poked 
first one and then the other with her 
nose, poking them along, and poking 
them along, until at last all three in that 
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bear family were standing high up on a 
rocky point above the clearing. 

After her cubs were safe, the old 
mother bear turned around and looked 
down. There she stood as if she were 
saying in her own way to Uncle Army, 
“Now come and pick up one of my little 
cubs if you think it wise!” 

By that time Uncle Army and all the 
boys with him understood that it is a 
mistake for anyone to touch a baby bear 
when he is out to enjoy the sunshine 
in his own home woods. 

It was a long time after Uncle Army 
had thanked the guide for his quick 
work as a life saver, before he could 
laugh about his surprising adventure in 
the woods of Canada. From that day to 
this, Uncle Army, who is a home mis- 
sionary, tells all his young friends who 
are walking through the world, always 
first to consult and then obey their 
Guide. 


WaAsHINGTON, D. C. 
we 


Fallacies of Free Thought 
(An editorial from the second page) 


regulated and controlled before it can 
be effective. Steam is worthless as long 
as it is free. Free thought is just es- 
caping steam evaporating in the atmos- 
phere. There are laws of thought that 
are as inexorable and exact as the laws 
of steam. 

There is too much thought expressed 
today in pulpit and in print that is 
vagrant, dissipated, free, owning no mas- 
ter, wandering hither’ and thither, as 
useless as steam which is evaporating 
into the air. We sometimes call it “hot 
air.” 

Free thought is very easy to obtain, 
if this is what you desire. But power 
comes only in obedience to law. Lib- 
erty is not license, The only liberty 
worthy of the name is that which is 
exercised under wise restraint. Don’t 
be like a “free” ship, drifting with the 
winds and waves, with no guiding hand 
at the helm and no controlling mind to 
direct its navigations. 

If a ship needs to be piloted by an 
intelligent and skillful master through 
the rocks and shoals upon its course, the 
human soul certainly needs illumination 
from Him who created us all. Not to 
start with God, and not to seek wisdom 
from above through the illumination of 
the Holy Spirit, is simply to drift upon 
the sea of thought like an: abandoned 
derelict upon the ocean. 

Our duty is “casting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10: 
5). This is the girding we need, the 
only means of finding true happiness and 
security. 

Kepler, the. man of science, as he 
studied the stars, said, “I think thy 
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thoughts after thee, O God.” While it 
is true that God’s thoughts are not as 
our thoughts, and are indeed as much 
higher than ours as the heavens are 
high above the earth, yet we may think 
them over after him. Accepting with- 
out question the thoughts of men may 
lead us into serious trouble, but the 
thoughts that God thinks toward us ‘are 
“thoughts of peace, and not of evil.” 

If we gird up the loins of our minds 
and apply ourselves to prayer and seri- 
ous study of the Word of God, we shall 
be saved from all muddy thinking. The 
most fruitful and pernicious cause of 
muddy thinking in our time can be 
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traced to sensational newspapers. They 
create a vicious appetite, then do their 
utmost to feed it. They work upon 
human emotions and lusts and keep peo- 
ple at such a pitch of mental excite- 
ment that they devour this cheap liter- 
ature and bury their Bibles under piles 
of it. 

“Gird up the loins of your mind.” Do 
not allow yourself to drift with the 
stream, becoming conformed to the 
loose thinking of this present evil age. 
It. is the responsibility of the individual 
Christian to think that which is true. 

A little error imbibed from loose 
thinkers and cherished in the head will 
eertainly produce incalculable mischief 
in the life. The word “miscreant” is 
derived from “mis-credo,” and serves 
to show what an intimate relationship 
exists between creed and character. 

People drift their way into.error, 
rather than thinking themselves in. They 
can never drift out after they have 
drifted in. There must be a vigorous 
assertion of the will, equivalent to a 
girding up of the loins of the’ mind. 
Honest, fearless thinking invariably re- 
sults in the turning of the feet in the 
right path. 

Remember, Christian, Satan is ever 
seeking to keep you from doing any 
thinking. He will invent numerous de- 
vices to occupy your mind with the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


loose ideas of others, The call comes 
today from Heaven to every halting, 
vacillating, irresolute soul: “Gird up 
the loins of your mind”; “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 29 to May 5 


Mon.—Isaiah 55:1-5. The Invitation Given. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” The 
Spirit creates soul-thirst in sinners. But 
only Christ, the Fount of Life, quenches 
longing for pardon, peace, and victory. 
“He satisfieth the longing soul.” The 
sweet invitation of the Lord Jesus to 
“take the water of life freely” is as in- 


sistent as his love, and as urgent as our ’ 


need. Pray for Canadian Sunday School 

Mission, 601 Lombard Bldg., Winnipeg, 

Can. 

Tues.—Isaiah 55:6-11. The Invitation Accepted. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Seek ye the 


April 20,.1940 


Lord.” The alternatives before the soul 
are: Christ’s salvation accepted, or lost 
for time and eternity. May the Holy 
Spirit move effectually unsaved loved 
ones to “seek” Christ, and to “call... 
upon him while he is near.” Pray for 
Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1311 Kedzie 
Ave., Chicago. 


Wed.—Luke 14:15-24. The Invitation Slighted. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “They all with 
one consent began to make excuse.” The 
mind of God lies back of creation and 
redemption. The dark, designing, diabol- 
ical mind of the Wicked One lies back 
of our unbelief, and the rejection of 
Jesus Christ, our only Saviour. “The 
god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto 
them” (2 Cor. 4:4). Pray for Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, 203 N. Wabash 
Ave., Chicago. 
Thurs.—Romans 10:8-13. 
Come to Christ for Salvation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord.” God 
has made our salvation in Christ the 
simplicity of simplicities. The line 
which separates the saved and the lost 
is narrow, “If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
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Lesson for May 5 


be saved.” On this point, the world is 
separated. Some “believe,” and some 
“believe not.” On which side are you? 
Pray for Montrose School for Girls, 
Montrose, Pa. 


Fri.—Matthew 9:9-13. 
Come to Christ for Service. 
PRAYER SvuGcesTions: “He arose, and 
followed him.” Help Christ by follow- 
ing Christ. “A second conversion” was 
experienced by Levi when he rose up 
and followed his Lord. “The Master is 
come, and calleth for thee” (John 11: 
28). Pray for Keswick Colony of Mercy, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Sat.—John 6:35-40. 
Come to Christ for Eternal Life. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Everlasting life.” 
Christ. offers an open salvation. Every 
one who longs to be saved may come 
to Christ. The living water springeth 
up into everlasting life, and is for all 
who know their need. Come with your 
sin and failures, and trust Christ at 
once for pardon and eternal life. Pray 
for thousands of conversions. 


Sun.—Matthew 11:27-30. “Come unto Me.” 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Come unto me.” 
The sweetest invitation ever given is, 
“Come unto me.” Let it re-echo through- 
out the world. Let the walls of our 


churches ring with the call. Blessed, 
condescending Saviour! Wonderful 
grace! Marvelous salvation! Here is 


the bridge of salvation. Here is escape 
from the sins and sorrows of life. Pray 
for more soul-winning preaching. 





With the New Books 


. 

Blood, Bread, and Fire. By Vance 
Havner. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) “Who maketh 
. . . his ministers a flame of fire” is a 
text which instinctively comes to mind 
at the mention of Dr. Havner’s name, 
and many will welcome the opportunity 
to have in compact form some of his 
printed sermons which have been might- 
ily used of God. In the -first of these 
twelve messages the reader is faced 
with the startling statement that to re- 
gard Christ as our Passover Lamb is 
not enough, and to add the day-by-day 
experience of making him our Passover 
Feast is still not enough. He must also 
become a consuming fire -in our life. 
The sermon on “Three Perils of Chris- 
tian Discipleship” shows this to be an 
age when “salvation is not a helmet but 
a nightcap, when tunnels have been put 
through the Hill of Difficulty and the 
dirt used to fill up the Valley of Humil- 
iation.” Again the facile pen declares, 
“We are interested in these things, but 
only mildly interested, and the world 
has never yet been moved by mildly 
interested people.” And, “We are to 
enter, possess, and eat the fruit of the 
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land, and not live on samples brought 
back by spies.” 

As may be seen, Dr. Havner’s words 
are the sort that stick, and some- 
times sting, so remarkable is their apt- 
ness. Indeed, it seems that every sen- 
tence is not only quotable, but so like 
an arrow tipped with heavenly ‘fire that 
one cannot. help going back to it again 
and again until it is part of the inner 
treasure “hoard. 








The Victorious Life 




















America’s Keswick. This Summer 


MERICA’S Keswick (at Keswick 

Grove, N. J.) is preparing for an- 
other Summer Conference season of 
blessing. Those who know Keswick re- 
alize that each season means more souls 
saved, more defeated lives yielded to 
the Lord, more young men entering the 
ministry, more young people going forth 
as foreign missionaries. It means also 
homes transformed, churches awakened, 
ministers preaching with new power. 
Such results have been realized during 
many years at Keswick, and testimony 
comes back even from the ends of the 
earth. 

Such a work is ‘worthy of suitable 
equipment and facilities for its ministry 
of grace. There is special need this year 
in preparing the place for the confer- 
ences, and friends of. Keswick have 
asked that these needs be shared with 
Tue Sunpay ScuHoo.t Trmes readers, that 
it may have their prayerful assistance. 

For several years, in view of the re- 
duced income that Keswick has had in 
common with so many Christian organ- 
izations, some matters of repair and im- 
provement have been postponed, but the 
time has now come when further post- 
ponement is not passible without real 
loss, and certain repairs to the buildings 
and grounds must be made in prepara- 
tion for the conferences. 

Such repairs or replacements include 
steps and porches, roofing work, repaint- 
ing, ‘hot water supply plant, cars and 
truck; and new or additional equipment 
is needed for the kitchen, refrigeration, 
laundry work, bathroom and shower 
facilities, station wagon, and dictating 
machine. A new piano is heeded for 
the auditorium, as the one generously 
given by friends fifteen years ago has 
been in continual use and further re- 
pair would be impractical. 

The estimated cost of these greatly 
needed repairs and additions to the 





buildings and equipment at Keswick is 
a little over $5,000. The Keswick Coun-~ 
cil, which includes in its membership 
Dr. Howard and Dr. Trumbull of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, is assured that 
the Lord’s people will stand behind Kes- 
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wick, both in prayers and in gifts, dur- 
ing these difficult days, in order that -its 
greatly needed testimony and its fruitful 
ministry may be maintained and in- 
creased. 

A rich program of speakers and 
workers has been completed for the sum- 
mer conferences, which begin with the 
Memorial Day Conference (May 29 to 
June 2) and continue with conferences 
running every other week from the last 
week of June until the Labor Day Con- 
ference, and beautifully illustrated copies 
of this program may be had, without 
charge, by writing the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Commonwealth Building, 1201 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia. Gifts to the 
work may be sent: to Charles A. Blatch- 
ley, Treasurer, at the same address. Mr. 
Addison C. Raws, Secretary, will gladly 
send further information concerning any 
phase of Keswick’s work if addressed 
at Keswick Grove, New Jersey. 
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9,000,000 SUFFERING JEWS! 









Giving God's Word to Jews Throughout the World 
to Win Them to Christ 


— chairman of the World-Jewish Congress recently de- 
clared: “Of the 9,000,000 Jews in Europe, less than 1,000,000 
are still living normal lives, Thousands are being massacred; 
and tens of thousands are being sent out into the wilderness. 
Thousands of Jewish children run through the streets of Poland, 
looking for their parents.” One who has labored for years on 
the Continent declares: “Jt’s suicide or Christ for many thou- 
sands of Jews in Europe.” 


E ARE in the midst of a campaign to place -the life-giving 

Word of God, in the form of attractive Testaments, in the 
hands of the sorrowing and suffering Jews in Europe; and 
.among the refugees and other Jews in Palestine, America, and 
other lands. Israel’s extremity is our opportunity. Giving 
God’s Word to Jews is the best way to lead them to a saving 
knowledge of Christ! It is surely 


A COAST-TO-COAST CRUSADE 


ERE in America a coast-to-coast crusade has been inaugu- 

rated to reach as many as possible of the 5,000,000 Jews in 
the United States and Canada with the Word of God. A special 
Ptophecy Edition of the New Testament for Jews was published 
some titne ago. The first edition of 78,000 has been exhausted. 
A new edition of 105,000 copies is coming from the press; and 
the Books are being given to Jews, who agree to read them, 
throughout the length and breadth of the United States and 
Canada. Ministers, missions to Jews, prayer groups, and con- 
secrated Christian workers are co-operating in the coast-to-coast 
crusade to win Jews to Christ with the Word of God. The will- 
ingness of the Jews today to read the New Testament is nothing 
short of miraculous. 


HELP SAVE JEWISH SOULS 





God’s appointed hour to place New 
Testaments in the hands of the 
Jews throughout the world! 


N SPITE of the war, the work 


of distributing New  Testa- 
ments among Jewish people in 
Europe is still going forward. 


Many workers are co-operating in 
giving New Testaments, in Hebrew 
and other languages, to Jewish 
people who agree to read them. 
How sorely they need the healing 
balm of God’s Word in this hour 
of terrible affliction! 


OPEN DOORS IN PALESTINE 


EWS in Palestine are now 

eagerly receiving New Testa- 
ments. Missionaries and workers 
are co-operating heartily in the 
distribution. Two missionaries vis- 
ited 160 of the 300 colonies in 
Palestine, giving out our Hebrew 
and English New Testaments to 
those who agreed to read them. In a recent letter one of them 
says: “We find the doors wide open in nearly all the colonies. 
We have been from house to house in the settlements, entering 
into conversation with thousands of Jews, and distributing New 
Testaments. They are only given to those who express a desire 
to read them. May we ask you to pray for Palestine in this day 
of opportunity, while the doors are still wide open? We cannot 
tell how long the opportunity will last!” 


REACHING JEWISH REFUGEES ? 


Ta of thousands of Jews have fled from the terrible per- 
secution in Europe, seeking a haven of refuge in far-distant 
lands. Their hearts are open and receptive. They are hungry 
for something that will give comfort and consolation in their 
distress. We are sending shipments of New Testaments to 
various foreign lands to be given with love and sympathy and 
prayer to Jews who agree to read them. Word comes from the 
Argentine Republic that the Jews are even allowing the mission- 
aries to come into the synagogues to speak to the people! Souls 
are being saved! It is a marvelous opportunity! Let us co- 
operate by prayer and providing still more Testaments! 





ORTHODOX JEWISH BOYS IN EUROPE 


wearing the long curls and the black hats of the Chassidic sect. 
Will you help in providing New Testaments for Jews—young 
and old—to win them to a saving knowledge of Christ? 


LEASE pray earnestly for this 

work day by day; and send a 
donation to place attractive New 
Testaments in the hands and 
hearts of Jewish people to lead 
them out of darkness and despair 
into the glorious light and liberty 
of the Gospel. Do not delay! 
Souls are perishing! More than 
100,000 New Testaments have been 
distributed; hundreds of thousands 
more are still needed! Will you 
help? 

The hearts of multitudes of Jews 
throughout the world are now 
peculiarly open and tender and re- 
ceptive. It is our golden oppor- 
tunity to place in their hands the 
life-giving Word of God. The 
New Testaments provided by your 
gift may lead some Jewish souls to 
a saving knowledge of Christ. God’s 
words to Abraham long ago, “I 
will bless them that bless thee,” 
are still true today. As you provide New Testaments for Jewish 
people you are blessing them; .and God will surely bless you in 
return! Send your gift, and follow it with your prayers. 

If you can give some of the Prophecy New Testaments to Jews 
in your community who will agree to read them please mark it 
on the coupon below: . 


MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS S.S.T. 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
DEAR SIRS: Enclosedfind........ dollars for providing New 
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